UNIQUe service@uniquejapan.com
uniquejapan.com
JapanN

A=—4 UyItY

ITEM# UJKA426

A KUNIYASU KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (KANBUN ERA: 1661~1673)

Swordsmith: Higo no Kami Kuniyasu (J.1% 7 E 5, shodai)

Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (ubu) Sori: 1.5cm  Moto-haba: 3.14cm  Weight: 820g
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with ji-nie, chikei

Hamon: Gorgeous gunome-choji-midare with kobushigata choji, kinsuji and komaru-boshi
Certificate #1-4: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword, tsuba, fk & menuki)

Certificate #5: NTHK-NPO Yishtisaku (a sword designatsed as Masterwork)
Certificate #6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Authentic)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: O-wazamono (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

This is a highly collectible shinto period katana by first generation Higo no Kami Kuniyasu from
Settsu province. Kuniyasu is the third son of shodai Kunisuke who first studied under the great
Horikawa Kunihiro in Kyoto. A traditional sashikomi polish was given to this fine sword to deliver a
more classical finish which brought out the full beauty of its absolutely gorgeous gunome-choji-
midare with kobushigata choji hamon and long ashi that stretch magnificently toward the cutting edge.
The blade was also sharpened to an exceptionally keen edge affirming Kuniyasu’s well-deserved
0-wazamono ranking. Two certificates accompany this katana, NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and
Yiishiisaku (Masterwork). This sword has been authenticated with sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei and
equiped with a top-class custom koshirae that was produced by Unique Japan. Read on for details.
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This is a highly collectible shinté period katana by first
generation Higo no Kami Kuniyasu from Settsu
province, modern day Osaka. Born Kobayashi
Genzaemon, Kuniyasu is the third son of shodai
Kunisuke (founder the Kunisuke school) who first
studied under the great Horikawa Kunihiro in Kyéto,

Kuniyasu's workmanship is similar to that of his older
brother, second generation Kunisuke, with a
spectacular gunome-chéji-midare and fist-shaped
clusters of clove blossom buds known as kobushigata
chéji. Long ashi also stretch magnificently to the
cutting edge.

A traditional sashikomi polish was given to this fine
blade to deliver a more ‘classical finish” without the use
of hadori that can exaggerate the contrast of the
hamon and body of the blade.

The blade was also sharpened to an exceptionally keen
edge. Kuniyasu is renowned as an &-wazamono
(supreme sharpness) smith, and his swords require
careful handling due to their remarkable cutting ability.

As an option for the next owner, we can take this sword
to Tanobe sensei for sayagaki services, as he will most
certainly appreciate this blade.

A custom koshirae is also an option as this sword is in
shirasaya only, and we can assist you every step of the
way. However, a blade of this quality can easily be
enjoyed as it is without koshirae,

Two certificates accompany this katana, NBTHK
Tokubetsu Hozon and Yashasaku (Masterwork), the
highest honours at the NTHK-NPO achieving an

tremendous score of 83/100 at the past December
2024 shinsa in Tokyo.




Title: Higo no Kami (Lord of Higo province)
Swordsmith: Kuniyasu (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

AE (H)

% (go, no)

5F (Kami)

(Kuni)

R (yasu)




Crisp file marks.
Nakago is in excellent condition.

(ura, reverse)

ha agari kurijiri nakago-jiri
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the Bth year of Reiwa (2023), December 15th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Higo no Kami Kuniyasu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu (/0.3cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yashasaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

Katana

Mei (signature)
Higo no Kami Kuniyasu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kore ari (/0.3cm)

Issued in 6th year of Reiwa (2024), December 15th

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPQ.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.

**Y@ishlsaku certificate comes with a frame-able A3 photo of the sword as well.



5o

HEHRE I

N

3@%

,&l/ %

N

N Rt
m‘ﬁ\}},\}}
Gt

/7
2

SN e
SRR

wgy
TR E=lR
N TR

e
-

e e

<,

TR P S e

\:@ F
-
I

g
e

sy

M

> =4

N «;/_’ A \ iy
\

7

Sy
ik
-

<o

(D

~
<

L EOANNiluRE S RES)E
Sesshi Higo no Kami Kuniyasu
Higo no Kami Kuniyasu from Settsu province
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Kanbun-Shinté no taihai o tei-shi seiryd-naru ko-itame
no hada-ai ni kyédai-naru Naka-Kawachi to déché no
kobushigata-chéji-midare o yaki ashi hairi nioiguchi
akaruku sae sugu ni ko-maru no béshi ni musubu nado
deki yoroshiku kentai shusshoku nari.

This blade is of a Kanbun-Shinté shape and displays a
refined forging in ko-itame. The hardening is a
kobushigata-chéji-midare in the style of the smith's
brother Naka-Kawachi (2nd gen Kunisuke), which is
mixed with ashi and which has a bright and clear
nioiguchi, and the béshi is sugu with a ko-maru-kaeri.
Thus overall, the blade is of an excellent deki and is in

outstanding condition.

NEKXRST o EZ
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 2-bu kore ari
Blade length ~ /0.3 cm

TR & EETR AR LG e
[oki ni kinoto-midoshi yayoi Tanzan shirusu + kad
Written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] in March in the

year of the snake of this era (2025) + monogram.









A crisp and clean round ko-maru béshi.

Standing tall.




razor sharp

When we acquired this Kuniyasu katana, we saw
great potential. We thus invested in a traditional
sashikomi polish to deliver a more ‘classical finish’
without the use of hadori that can exaggerate the
contrast of the hamon and body of the blade. A
chéji-midare hamon works well in sashikomi when
performed well.

We also organized professional sharpening of the
hasaki (edge of the blade) to make it extra razor
sharp.  Kuniyasu is ranked 6-wazamono for the
supreme sharpness of his swords and now the katana
absolutely reflects this keen reputation.



A brilliant gunome-chéji-midare hamon
blossoms the course of the blade.

Note the consistency in the hamon, the
mark of a superior smith.




Long ashi (legs) extend to the edge of the blade.

Beautiful.



kobushigata chéji hamon
Fist-shaped clusters of clove
blossom buds

Kuniyasu's older brother Kawachi no
Kami Kunisuke pioneered a unique choji
midare known as kobushigata chéji, or
"fist-shaped"” clove blossoms.

On the right is an oshigata (rubbing)
excerpt from Nihon Shinto Jiten written
by Fujishiro that highlights this distinctive
hamon by second gen. Kunisuke who is
known as ‘Naka Kawachi."




Osaka yakidashi, where the
hamon jets out at the start.




kinsuiji

This katana is currently in shirasaya only, no koshirae.
As an option for the next owner, we can take this sword
to Tanobe sensei for sayagaki services, as he will most
certainly appreciate this blade.

A custom koshirae is also an option of course, and we
can assist you every step of the way. However, a blade of
this quality can easily be enjoyed as it is without koshirae.
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(protective scabbard)
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gold habaki with

copper ground




Kuro-ro-ishime-urushi ni
kin-maki-e uchigatana-koshirae

L (BEABBICA BT )

Uchigatana-koshirae 4
lacquered in black with stone-like
surface and gold maki-e dots o

Crafted during the

> Modern era

j.g%"i,
> NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity



A stone ishime-ji finish accented
with small flakes of gold maki-e.



This tsuba has been attributed to the Kamakura school with a NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certificate.

The term Kamakura-tsuba does not refer to a tsuba made during the Kamakura period. Rather, the
name derives from Kamakura-bori — a wood-carving technique originating in Buddhist
implements crafted by temple sculptors during the Kamakura period — to which the style of these
tsuba bears a close resemblance. The tradition of Kamakura-tsuba emerged around the Onin era

(1467-1477) of the Muromachi period.

The iron ground of this work displays a fine, aged rust of excellent quality. Upon it are arranged a
pagoda and a bridge — the classic motifs of the Kamakura-tsuba tradition — accented with gold
crosshatched inlay. The design is further enriched by a wachigai-mon (crossed-circle) rendered in
openwork, lending a distinctive individuality to an otherwise quintessential composition. The
wachigai-mon symbolizes the teaching of bonshé-funi — the inseparability of the mundane and the
sacred — representing the unity of the Kongékai (Diamond Realm) and the Taizékai (\Womb
Realm) in Esoteric Buddhism. Together with the pagoda motif, the tsuba becomes a work quietly
imbued with the spiritual world of Buddhist thought.



(reverse)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

A ink-stone stand crafted in Kamakura-bori
during the Muromachi period.

Certificate



monogram

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon






This fuchigashira is the work of Yanagawa Naomitsu (FI)111E.5t;, 1733-1808), a master of
Edo machibori (independent kinké artists).

He studied under Yanagawa Naomasa (BIJII[E.EQ), eventually mastering the art and
succeeding him as the second-generation Yanagawa. Naomasa, his teacher, was considered
the most gifted among the disciples of Yokoya Sémin (A4 72HE) — the founder of
machibori — and Naomitsu was said to have been second only to Naomasa in skill.

Byébu painting by Hokusai

The fuchigashira is carved with a shishi, one of the most beloved motifs in sword fittings. The
surrounding gold inlay frames the composition in a manner reminiscent of a bydbu (folding-
screen) painting, lending the piece a stately grandeur:

Particularly noteworthy is the shishi on the kashira, depicted in a posture suggestive of
howling with its head raised — a remarkably unusual pose for a shishi. A shishi in a strikingly

similar posture appears in the painting by Katsushika Hokusai (e fifidb7, 1760-1849),

raising the possibility that Naomitsu's work was influenced by that composition.



The tsuka (hilt) is wrapped in black-lacquered samekawa (ray skin), over which black silk is
applied in a hishimaki style. The overall style is thoroughly classical and formal in character.

The menuki (decorative grips) feature a shishi by the Goté school
— the preeminent oiebori family in the service of the Tokugawa
shégunate. Executed in solid gold with exceptionally fine and
intricate carving, exceptional work from an exceptional school.




This is the original torokusho (registration card) for the Kuniyasu katana.

The card was registered in the 2/th year of Showa (1952),

This is significant as 1952 was the very first year that swords were formally
registered in Japan. Many former Daimyo families were invited to submit their
collections suggesting this blade was once held by a prominent family.

The serial number is just 2379, one of the very first swords registered in Japan.



Koshirae bag




: Congratulations David.

Warm regards,
Pablo






