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item# ujka424         
     

A KATSUKUNI KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iyo Daijô Tachibana Katsukuni saku (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.0cm     Moto-haba: 2.96cm 
Jihada:  Itame with with masame hada with swirling chikei 
Hamon:  Kanemoto-like sambonsugi with sunagashi and kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: ô-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Katsukuni literally means 'victorious country/province' – a name bestowed upon by the powerful 
Maeda daimyo family of the Edo period.  First generation and superior swordsmith Katsukuni of 
the shintô Darani school excelled in a sanbonsugi-hamon modelled upon the Seki-Kanemoto school 
and forged his blades with a skilful mix of itame and straight grain masame-hada.  Katsukuni blades 
were also famous for their superior sharpness (he is ranked ô-wazamono) and the line existed for 
seven generations until the Meiji era.  This strong and magnificently sharp katana has a brilliant 
sambonsugi hamon cascading the length of the blade like a pulsing heartbeat.  Its elegant Edo period 
koshirae features imperial chrysanthemums, surging waves and adorable monkeys compliments 
such an alluring collectible from the heart of the shintô era. 














































