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ITEM# UJKA421

A NIDAI TADAHIRO KATANA

SIGNED, EARLY EDO PERIOD (KEIAN ERA: 1648~1652)

Swordsmith: Hizen no Kuni jit Omi Daijé Fujiwara Tadahiro (nidai, 2nd generation)
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm Curvature: 1.3cm  Moto-haba: 3.25cm  Weight: 780g
Jihada: Tight, finely forged konuka-hada with ji-nie

Hamon: Bright white chii-suguha in nie-deki

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba, fk, basshin designated as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)

Authentication: =~ Antique sayagaki by Hon’ami Kéhaki (June 1944)

Included: Shirasaya, Higo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description

SOLD

Born Hashimoto Heishird in Saga, Hizen province in 1614, renowned swordsmith nidai (second
generation) Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai (first generation) Tadayoshi
at the tender age of 10. Guided by his father and other great smiths such as shodai Masahiro and
Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over leadership of the school at the age of 19 when his father died in
1632. Nidai Tadahiro died at the age of 81 in 1693. His works span an incredible 60 years. This
finely forged konuka-hada katana with a brilliant suguha hamon so bright white that it looks like
fallen snow encompasses all the qualities that make this Hizen master so well respected. And
what better than a set of top-class Higo koshirae to bring it all together. This is Kyiishii history.



Kissaki: 290cm
Saki-haba: 2.20cm
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Saki-kasane: 49mm

Moto-kasane: 70mm

Nagasa: /1.2cm

Sori: 1.30cm
Nakago: 209cm

Omosa: 780g

Moto-haba: 3.25cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




Born Hashimoto Heishiré in Saga, Hizen province in
1614, renowned swordsmith nidai (second generation)
Tadahiro began working with his father, maestro shodai
(first generation) Tadayoshi at the tender age of 10.

Guided by his father and other great smiths such as
shodai Masahiro and Yoshinobu, Tadahiro took over

leadership of the school at the age of 19 when his
father died in 1632,

Tadahiro then changed his name from Hashimoto
Heishiro to Hashimoto Shinsaemon. Curiously, it is
understood that his new name appears on a family
document pledging to the shogunate that the
Hashimoto family would not sell swords for export to
foreign countries.

As head of the Tadayoshi school, second generation
Tadahiro always signed his name Tadahiro and never
Tadayoshi. In July of 1647, only 9 years after taking
over the Tadayoshi School, he was given the honorific
title of Omi Daijé. He was only 28.

Nidai Tadahiro died at the age of 81in the sixth year of
Genroku era or 1693. His works span an incredible
60 years. The sheer quantity and quality of his work
makes him one of the most prized artisans, legendary
among Hizen smiths. He is ranked j6j6-saku, a highly
superior smith.




L ocation: Hizen province

Title: Omi Daijé (Lord of Omi province)
Family name: Fujiwara

Swordsmith: Tadahiro (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 2/th year of Heisei (2015), August 1/th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Hizen no Kuni ji Omi Daijé Fujiwara Tadahiro

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 5-bu (/1.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Omi Daij6 Tadahiro
Omi Daijo Tadahiro

TESG

Zaimei nari

Signed

EVHPRRSTWUOREZ
Nagasa 2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu amari kore ari

Blade length ~/12 cm

&7 B HIEK
Daikinsu hyakugoji-mai

Value 150 mai

IR LS A it
Shéwa jakytnen rokugatsu chikan

Middle of the sixth month of Showa 19 (1944)

HOAS TR 1 (FE)
Tokyo Hon'ami Kéhaki + kad
Written by Hon'ami Kéhaku,

a resident of Tokyo + monogram









Wondertul konuka-hada, finely forged.

A snow white hamon beams above.



A precise sugu-ha hamon.
The mark of a master.
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Shirasaya with sayagaki
(protective scabbard)




Cha-roiro-nuri saya
uchigatana-koshirae
K B BB TIHEZ)

Uchigatana-koshirae

\ lacquered in glossy brown
¥

‘g Crafted during the
[ Middle Edo period
5 (1700~1780)
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NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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Fuchi-kashira
attributed to
Suwa lkuhira from Higo province

(1700s)

Paulownia design




Attributed to the late generation of Nishigaki Kanshiré
Mid Edo period

Diamond pattern with cherry blossoms motif



Bashin

Lit. "horse needle.” Was worn - if at all - instead of a kozuka or kégai on
the saya; the bashin was originally designed to ease a horses' blood
congestion after a very long ride by bloodletting:; later the bashin had
more an ornamental character and were mostly worn to a Higo-koshirae.

The term bashin can also be read as umabari.
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Menuki (decorative grips on the hilt) featured curled dragons.







Koshirae bag




