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item# ujka416          
     

A YOSHIOKA-ICHIMONJI KATANA   
unsigned, nambokuchô period (circa 1333~1360) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yoshioka Ichimonji school  
Measurements: Length: 72.3cm (o-suriage)         Curvature: 1.1cm Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Mokume-hada and ko-mokume with midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Bright chôji-midare mixed with suguha-chôji in nioi-deki 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD – custom koshirae now in process. 
 
The illustrious Ichimonji school was founded during the Kamakura period and was active into the 
warring Nambokuchô jidai (1333-1392).  The school takes its name from the practice of their smiths 
inscribing their nakago with the horizontal character "ichi" - (meaning number one) and 
sometimes followed by their name.  Given the length and curvature of the sword and its fairly 
long chû-kissaki, this katana can be comfortably dated to the early to mid-1300s.  The joy of 
owning a Japanese sword of this pedigree is to sit down quietly under the right light and let the 
‘hamon magic’ transport you away 700 years to the Bizen promised land.  In this weighty sword 
you’ll enjoy a narrow suguha-chôji at the base of the blade which then blossoms beautifully about 
halfway up into a wide ô-chôji-midare.  Visible mokume-hada in all sizes can be appreciated along 
with midare-utsuri and mune-yaki, where the top spine of the blade looks to be on fire.  This is an 
ideal sword to consider building a striking custom koshirae for and Unique Japan will guide you 
throughout the process.  Of course, enjoying the sword in shirasaya only is perfectly fine too! 


































