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item# ujka415      
       

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA   
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1312~1317) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.4cm (o-suriage)        Curvature: 1.3cm Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Mokume-hada with Rai-hada, channels of chikei and kinsuji 
Hamon:  Clusters of ko-chôji-midare mixed with suguha-chôji in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba that is Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (handachi fittings and menuki certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
This lovely katana from the golden Kamakura period has been attributed to celebrated swordsmith 
Rai Kunizane of the famed Rai school that is said to have roots from Korea.  Kunizane’s given name 
was Tôgorô and was the son/student of grandmaster Rai Kunitoshi, with national treasure 
swordsmith Rai Kunimitsu being his older brother and Rai Tomokuni his younger sibling.   Kunizane 
flourished circa the Shôwa era (1312~1317) and into the Nambokuchô period.  The curvy blade 
features a torii-zori shape with a full-length grooves and a substantial kissaki giving the sword an 
elegant appearance. The jihada has classic Rai-hada and an eclectic mix of itame and ko-mokume-hada 
and a hamon that is a bright ko-chôji midare.  An outstanding handachi koshirae was recently 
completed by UJ for the sword featuring a gorgeous tachi tsuba with NBTHK Hozon certification. 








































