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item# ujka413         
     

A NAOE-SHIZU KATANA  
unsigned, nambokuchô period (circa 1338~1367) 
 
Swordsmith:  The Naoe Shizu School (attribution, ô-suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.6cm  Curvature: 1.55cm     Motohaba: 2.83cm 
Jihada:  Vivid itame-nagare that tends to masame and features chikei and plenty of ji-nie 
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden notare, wide nioiguchi, mixed with gunome, togari-gunome, ashi, some 
small roundish tobiyaki, kinsuji, and fine sunagashi 
Certificate:  53rd NBTHK Jûyô Tôken Shômeisho (designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba, fitting, kogai designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (superior swordsmith quality) 
Included:  Shirasaya, kamon koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Imposing. Impressive. Important.  This magnificent Naoe Shizu katana captures the raw 
warring emotions of the Nambokuchô period.  It is a 650-year old shortened ôdachi (long tachi) 
that would have originally had a cutting edge of about 80cm, potentially longer.  One’s eyes 
are drawn immediately to the blade’s o-kissaki (long extended tip) that measures whopping 
11.5cm in length.  The jihada is a fantastic mixture of itame, mokume and nagare-hada, lots of 
chikei and ji-nie to gaze over.  The hamon pumps along like a heartbeat, churning out Mino 
tradition togari with copious amounts of tobiyaki, yô, sunagashi and kinsuji.  A terrific set of 
koshirae with countless family kamon decorates the piece with eye-catching class.  Not all 
Naoe-Shizu swords are created equal, this one is a keeper.  Read on for its history and details. 
























































