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item# ujka410         
     

A MASAMORI KATANA  
signed & dated, late edo period (bunkyû era: autumn 1862) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hosokawa Shume no Suke Minamoto Masamori (3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 75.8cm       Curvature: 1.6cm      Moto-haba: 3.18cm     Weight: 1095g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame leading to muji-hada and bô-utsuri 
Hamon: Gunome-chôji-midare in nioi-deki with long ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chujô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Hosokawa Sennosuke in 1822, Masamori was the son of the nidai (second generation) 
Hosokawa Masayoshi who, along with his grandfather shodai Masayoshi, studied under 
grandmaster Suishinshi Masahide. Masamori gained tutelage not only under his father but also 
master swordsmith Taikei Naotane.  His career lasted from about 1844 through to the Meiji era 
(1868~1912), specializing primarily in the Bizen tradition. This extra-long, freshly polished 
muscular katana features an impressive 7cm ô-kissaki and a dazzling gunome-chôji-midare hamon.  
Weighing over one kilogram, this meaty sword has been battle-ready since it was crafted in the 
autumn of 1862 for the Tsuyama domain of Matsudaira shôgunate.  Its handsome koshirae 
showcases prosperous koi (carp), a beautiful nature scene of bees pollinating on a sakura tree by 
the Ishiguro school and depictions of a set of bow and arrows in the form of oversized menuki. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 
 

 
 

Photo taken at the “Man and His World” geodesic dome in Montréal.   
Designed by Buckminster Fuller as part of the American Pavilion at Expo ‘67. 

 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
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