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ITEM# UJKA409 SOLD

AN IETSUGU TACHI

SIGNED & DATED, EARLY MUROMACHI PERIOD (OEI ERA: AUGUST 1408)

Swordsmith: Bizen no Kuni jii Ietsugu (ubu nakago)

Location: Bizen province (Okayama prefecture)

Measurements: Length: 71.6cm Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.73cm  Weight: 560g
Jihada: [tame-hada mixed with nagare-hada bordering on ayasugi with chikei and bo-utsuri
Hamon: Suguha mixed with hints of uchinoke and nezumi-ashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic)
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description

SOLD

Tetsugu was a swordsmith from the Bizen Osafune school that worked in the Oei era, circa
1394~1428. Records state that he was the student of swordsmith Yukiyoshi who flourished
during the Kéei era from 1342~1345. The jihada on the sword is quite interesting to study.

Nearer the edge of the blade is a running nagare-hada, which borders on ayasugi-hada in
appearance, traditionally associated with the Naminohira and Gassan schools. This curvy and
slender sword is dated to August 1408 - soon celebrating its 614th birthday. It comes protected
in a beautiful koshirae that rejoices in the wonders of the natural world with a middle Edo period
Séten school fuchi-kashira featuring autumn flowers along with depictions of spiders and ants for
menuki, chrysanthemums and waves on the tsuba and a saya (scabbard) that takes on the distinct
form of aged wood via its lacquer work. A fine, collectible piece of unique Japanese history.



A Kissaki: 2.23cm
Saki-kasane: 3.5mm Saki-haba: 1.59cm

Moto-kasane: 5.6mm

Nagasa: /1.6cm

i

Sori: 1.8cm
Nakago: 19.3cm

Omosa: 560g

Moto-haba: 2.7/3cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




letsugu was a swordsmith from Bizen Osafune
school that worked in the Oei era, circa

1394~1428.

Records state that he was the student of
swordsmith Yukiyoshi who flourished during
the Kéei era from 1342~1345. The jihada on
the sword is quite interesting to study and
admire. Nearer the edge of the blade is a
running nagare-hada, which borders on
ayasugi-hada in appearance, traditionally
associated with the Naminohira and Gassan
schools.

This beautiful, slender sword is dated to
August 1408, nearly 614-years-old. Clear
bé-utsuri reflects beautifully on the blade in
classic Bizen fashion. It comes protected in a
koshirae that rejoices in the natural world with
a Séten school fuchi-kashira in autumn flowers
along with depictions of spiders, ants and a
saya (scabbard) that takes on the distinct form
of aged wood via its long brush strokes of
expertly finished lacquer work.




letsugu was a swordsmith from Bizen Osafune
school that worked in the Oei era, circa

1394~1428.

Records state that he was the student of
swordsmith Yukiyoshi who flourished during
the Kéei era from 1342~1345. The jihada on
the sword is quite interesting to study. Nearer
the edge of the blade is a running nagare-
hada, which borders on ayasugi-hada in
appearance, traditionally associated with the
Naminohira and Gassan schools.

This beautitul, slender sword is dated to
August 1408, nearly 614-years-old. Clear
bé-utsuri reflects beautifully on the blade in
classic Bizen fashion. It comes protected in a
koshirae that rejoices in the natural world with
a Séten school fuchi-kashira in autumn flowers
along with depictions of spiders, ants and a
saya (scabbard) that takes on the distinct form
of aged wood via its long brush strokes of
expertly finished lacquer work.




Oei jugonen hachigatsu hi
Dated on a day irlthe eighth month in the
15th Year of the Oei era (August 1408),




Ne 1015549

B

NSO Ex Rl ) TPt e o

~

PN 7

A

gz of

2l

£ T
3

a <
o

HFIRDY
G R Jo s

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 3rd year of Reiwa (2021), May 24th
One, Tachi

Mei (signature)
Bizen no Kuni ja letsugu
Oei jigonen hachigatsu hi

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 6-bu (7/1.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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itame-hada

nagare-hada

A lovely flow to the jihada, grain pattern
that mixes itame (oval plank grain) with
deep swells of nagare-hada.



Good view of the wavy nagare-hada
that is very similar to ayasugi-hada.




Literally meaning "reflection’, utsuri is a beautiful,
rather magical, misty reflection appearing in the ji
(body of sword) above the hamon.

It is an appreciated feature of swords, particular
those made in the Bizen tradition in the Koté

period (pre 1600).

The type of utsuri is called bé-utsuri - a smokey
pattern that is more straight in appearance.



An attractive suguha (straight) hamon
(temper line) with tiny zezumi-ashi (legs)
that gives the blade an "old soul' feel.



Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

silver habaki with
horizontal file marks




Kuro-ro hakeme-nuri saya

uchigatana-koshirae
(B BT BBEITI#HE )

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black
with brushed surface

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1867)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




The clever brushed lacquer work gives
the saya (scabbard) the natural
appearance of wood with a straight grain.




A kiku (chrysanthemum) and nami (wave) motif is
depicted here on this beautiful, round polished iron
sukashi (openwork) tsuba.

lts NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certificate of authenticity
attributes the piece to the [té school from Edo

province circa 1/80~186/.




(reverse)

kikusui mon

Combining kiku (chrysanthemum) and sui (water) is known as &"A

kikusui kamon (family crest). The kikusui mon was used by

Masashige Kusunoki, the samurai lord who contributed to the -@-

overthrow of the Kamakura shogunate and stayed loyal to
Emperor Godaigo until his death.

It is said that Emperor Godaigo gave Kusunoki the kiku-crest for
his loyalty and honour, however, Kusunoki thought he was
unworthy and added floating water below it to show his modesty.

An ukiyo-e print from Utagawa Yoshikazu in 1856, entitled Jingi
hachigyo no uchi, Kusunoki Masashige illustrates large kikusui
crests on Kusunoki's clothing.
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Spiders and ants form the menuki that continues the celebratory
nature theme of this splendid antique koshirae
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spiders and ants crawling their way to the garden...



kiku (chrysanthemum)

kashira (pommel)

A beautiful arrangement of autumn kashiwa (Japanese oak)
leaves and flowers skilfully carved
into a shakudb base.



Goshi Hikone ja Mogarashi Séten tsukuru
The fuchi-kashira was crafted by Mogarashi Séten, a resident of Géshi province

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho certificate of authenticity
Dating the piece to the middle Edo period (circa 1700~1780)

(tsukuru) 24




”

n, you reap what you sow.

ife is like a garde
Paulo Coelho
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