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item# ujka409                         SOLD 
    

AN IETSUGU TACHI  
signed & dated, early muromachi period (ôei era: august 1408) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no Kuni jû Ietsugu (ubu nakago) 
Location:  Bizen province (Okayama prefecture) 
Measurements: Length: 71.6cm  Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.73cm     Weight: 560g 
Jihada:  Itame-hada mixed with nagare-hada bordering on ayasugi with chikei and bô-utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha mixed with hints of uchinoke and nezumi-ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ietsugu was a swordsmith from the Bizen Osafune school that worked in the Ôei era, circa 
1394~1428.  Records state that he was the student of swordsmith Yukiyoshi who flourished 
during the Kôei era from 1342~1345.  The jihada on the sword is quite interesting to study.  
Nearer the edge of the blade is a running nagare-hada, which borders on ayasugi-hada in 
appearance, traditionally associated with the Naminohira and Gassan schools. This curvy and 
slender sword is dated to August 1408 – soon celebrating its 614th birthday.  It comes protected 
in a beautiful koshirae that rejoices in the wonders of the natural world with a middle Edo period 
Sôten school fuchi-kashira featuring autumn flowers along with depictions of spiders and ants for 
menuki, chrysanthemums and waves on the tsuba and a saya (scabbard) that takes on the distinct 
form of aged wood via its lacquer work.  A fine, collectible piece of unique Japanese history. 














































