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item# ujka406         
     

A KATSUKUNI KATANA  
signed & dated, early edo period (kanbun era: october 1670) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iyo Daijô Tachibana Katsukuni saku (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.3cm     Moto-haba: 2.93cm 
Jihada:  Itame with with masame hada with swirling chikei 
Hamon:  Kanemoto-like sambonsugi with sunagashi and kinsuji  
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon & Kichô (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: ô-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, storage box, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Katsukuni literally means 'victorious country/province' – a name bestowed upon by the 
powerful Maeda daimyo family of the Edo period.  First generation Katsukuni of the shintô Darani 
school excelled in a sanbonsugi-hamon modelled upon the Seki-Kanemoto school and forged his 
blades with a distinctive mix of itame and straight grain masame-hada.  Katsukuni blades were also 
famous for their superior sharpness (he is ranked ô-wazamono) and the line existed for seven 
generations until the Meiji era.  This highly collectible katana has been dated to October 1670, 
during the Kanbun era at the end of Katsukuni’s celebrated career.  The sword is listed in the 
prestigious shintô-jiten reference book by Fujishiro and comes with its own set of striking Edo 
period koshirae, a vintage storage box with hakogaki and sayagaki by Kanzan sensei.  It has been 
cared for by generations of families and is now looking for the next caretaker to carry the torch. 




















































