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ITEM# UJKA406

A KATSUKUNI KATANA

SIGNED & DATED, EARLY EDO PERIOD (KANBUN ERA: OCTOBER 1670)

Swordsmith: Iyo Daijé Tachibana Katsukuni saku (shodai, first generation)
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.3cm Moto-haba: 2.93cm
Jihada: [tame with with masame hada with swirling chikei

Hamon: Kanemoto-like sambonsugi with sunagashi and kinsuji

Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon & Kicho (Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae)

Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)
Cutting ability: 06-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, storage box, fabric bags, stand, kit, description

SOLD

Katsukuni literally means 'victorious country/province' - a name bestowed upon by the
powerful Maeda daimyo family of the Edo period. First generation Katsukuni of the shinto Darani
school excelled in a sanbonsugi-hamon modelled upon the Seki-Kanemoto school and forged his
blades with a distinctive mix of itame and straight grain masame-hada. Katsukuni blades were also
famous for their superior sharpness (he is ranked 6-wazamono) and the line existed for seven
generations until the Meiji era. This highly collectible katana has been dated to October 1670,
during the Kanbun era at the end of Katsukuni’s celebrated career. The sword is listed in the
prestigious shinto-jiten reference book by Fujishiro and comes with its own set of striking Edo
period koshirae, a vintage storage box with hakogaki and sayagaki by Kanzan sensei. It has been
cared for by generations of families and is now looking for the next caretaker to carry the torch.
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Saki-kasane: 4.2mm

Moto-kasane: 59mm

Nakago: 18.7cm
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Omosa: 630g ‘ ,

Kissaki: 3.28cm
Saki-haba; 203cm

Moto-haba: 293cm

Nagasa: 69.7/cm

Sori: 1.30cm

Mekugi-ana: 1



The history leading up to first generation Katsukuni is a
rather interesting one. Below is a summary of events.

The ancestor of the Darani school was swordsmith
Katsuie, active around the Oei era (1394~1428).
According to transmission he was the son or a student
of Kunitsugu, who in turn came from the Echizen
Chiyozuru school and moved to the neighbouring
Kaga province around the Oan era (1368~13/5). The

first to use the school name 'Darani’ was the bth

generation Katsuie during the Tenshé-era (15/3~1592).

The third son of the fourth generation Katsuie was the
first generation leshige who was considered as the
actual ancestor of the shinté-era Darani school. His
second son received the honorary title lyo no Daijé from
chancellor Yotsuji Yoshiie through the recommendation
of his employer, the powerful Maeda daimyé family.
Furthermore, the clan name of Fujiwara was changed to
lachibana and the smith's name became shodai (first
generation) Katsukuni.

The Katsukuni name has an auspicious connotation as it
literally means victorious country/province’. Katsukuni
counted himself on whatever basis, as the 1/th
generation Rai Kuniyoshi, the legendary founder of the
Rai school.

Katsukuni excelled in a sanbonsugi-hamon modelled
upon the Seki-Kanemoto school with a key difference
being that the Kaga smiths applied nie in the valleys of
the sanbonsugi elements. Katsukuni blades were also
famous for their superior sharpness (he is ranked 6-
wazamono) and the line existed for altogether seven
generations up to the Meiji era.

This highly collectible katana is listed in the prestigious
shinté-jiten reference book by Fujishiro and comes with
its own vintage storage box with hakogaki and sayagaki
by Kanzan sensei. It has been clearly cared for by
generations of families and now it's looking for the next
caretaker to carry the torch.

Historical research source: Nihon-shinté-shi by Markus Sesko




Location: Kanazawa (resident of Ishikawa)
Title: lyo Daijé (Lord of lyo province)

Clan name: Tachibana

Swordsmith: Katsukuni (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

g (1)

# (yo)

K (Dai)

#% (jo)

#% (Tachibana)

B (Katsu)

(kuni)
YE (saku)



Kanazawa ji - Kanbun jinen hachigatsu kichijitsu

This katana was dated to a lucky day in the eighth
month of the tenth year of Kanbun era (August 1670)
while Katsukuni was living in Kanazawa.

4 (Kana)
1% (zawa)
(o)

The shape of the nakago-jiri (butt-end of the tang)
is called iriyama-gata. Iri means ‘enter’ and yama is
'mountain’, suggesting at the ‘base of a mountain.

This style of nakago-jiri is typically seen on swords
from Kasha (Kaga) province, thus referred to as
Kasha nakago-jiri.



Fujishiro Nihon Shinté Jiten

Bannen mei (signature of his latter years)

This katana is listed on page 34 in the prestigious Fujishiro Nihon Shinté
Jiten reference book. The two volume set contains detailed oshigata and
information of the most important smiths from the Kot and Shinté periods.

Owning a katana listed by Fujishiro is naturally very special, adding to the
authenticity and collectibility of the sword.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 4th year of Reiwa (2022), June 3rd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
lyo Daij6 Tachibana Katsukuni saku
Kanbun jinen hachigatsu kichijitsu
Kanazawa ji

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun kyo (69.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Precious
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 41st year of Showa (1966), October 23rd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
lyo Daijé Tachibana Katsukuni saku
Kanbun jaichinen hachigatsu kichijitsu
Kanazawa ji

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun (69.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Kanazawa-ji Ise Daij6 Tachibana Katsukuni saku
Crafted by Ise Daij6 Tachibana Katsukuni, resident of
Kanazawa.

BEXHFENAGTEAAAZ

Kanbun jiinen hachigatsu kichijitsu no ki kore ari
Dated to a lucky day in the eighth month of the tenth
year of Kanbun era (August 1670).

H[AEr oz Ui B R RN

Kedashi désaku-chi no tenkei katsu yoi shiryé nari
This blade's workmanship is typical for the smith and is
also an important reference piece.

HNERRSTHZ

Haché ni-shaku san-sun kore ari

Blade length ~ 69.7 cm

BT T REST L
Fujishiro T6ké Jiten shosai

Published in Fujishiro's Toks Jiten.

WBATETHOH B Z LGS 1B

Shéwa mizunoe-nezumidoshi 7-getsu hi

Kanzan shirusu + kab

Appraised by Dr. Kanzan Saté on a day of the [unclear]
month in the Year of the Rat during the Shéwa era
(1972) plus his monogram.









Boshi pattern resembles the profile of Jizo.

statues of Jizo

The hamon of the kissaki (tip) is called the boshi, which literally means "hat".
The quenching of the boshi requires great skill and timing.

The shape of this boshi is a combination of two patterns, midare komi
(irregular wavy pattern) to the rounded head of Jizo at the very tip, or saki.
These words are combined to become "saki-Jizo".

Jizo derives itself from Jizo Bosatsu - an important deity seen as a saviour for
both pregnant women and children.



chikei

shinogi (ridge line)

A clear view of straight grain masame-hada
running close to the shinogi. Dark lines of
chikei can also been seen and appreciated.



The unique sanbonsugi hamon (lit. three cedars) derives its name from resembiling a
line of cedar trees. Notice how the pointed togari peaks at about every third ‘tree’

This hamon was originated by second generation Magoroku Kanemoto circa 1530
and loyally replicated by subsequent generations in the Mino tradition.




Here are clusters of nie crystals in the valley of
the sambonsugi hamon - a trait that distinguishes
Darani from the Seki-Kanemoto school.



A rolling river of steel...
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Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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gold niju habaki with
crisp file marks




i3 (Sho)
1 (wa)
/S (roku)
+ (j6)
— (ichi)
- (nen)

M (togu)

Shéwa rokuijiichi nen togu - Ichi, Katsukuni + kaé
[This sword was] polished in the 6lst year of Showa era (1986)

One, Katsukuni + monogram




1 |} Kuro-ro-nuri
| | kirimon maki-e saya
1 i uchigatana-koshirae

\ (BB 2 BB BCRAR TR FT I HE)
\ Uchigatana-koshirae

lacquered in glossy black
with kirimon of maki-e

S Crafted during the
‘: Late Edo period
| (1780~1867)
ﬁ

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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This handsome multi-lobed tsuba made ot pure shakudé

(a desired bullion of gold and copper) and features a raised
shakudd rim, plenty of nanako (hand-punched dotted
pattern) and several gold kiri-mon (paulownia crests).

The work has been attributed to craftsmen that specialized
in producing fittings for tachi koshirae. Notice how the hole
that would normally have a kégai slip through has been
filled in - samurai with extra disposable income would fill
these holes - it's a notable point of interest.

An NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho certificate of authenticity
attributing the piece to the late-Edo period circa
1/80~186/ has been attained.
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Fuchi-kashira
attributed to
Inaba no Suke Yoshioka
(middle-Edo 1700s)

Kiri-mon (paulownia design)
with ivy signifying longevity

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certification
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securing a pair of kiri-mon menuki on either side of the tsuka (hilt).

A skilfully braided jabara-maki forms crisp diamond shapes in the silk




1 (one)

JJ (katana)

= (hito)

= (furi)
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Preserved and cared for many years, this katana
comes in its own box with hakogaki (writing).

The inside cover reads:

BN BREF R REPEE BRI
Gashi Kanazawa ji lyo Daijé Darani Tachibana
Katsukuni kore o tsukuru

Cratted by lyo Daij6 Tachibana Katsukuni from
Darani school, a resident of Kanazawa of Gashii
province

XA EHR
Kanbun janen hachigatsu kichijitsu

Dated on a lucky day in the eighth month of the
tenth year of Kanbun era (August 1670)

HERXRSTHEZ
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun kore ari
Blade length ~ 69.7cm



A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword ol
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade




