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item# ujka403         
     

A NAOTANE ‘3-BODY CUTTING TEST’ KATANA  
signed & dated, shinshintô period (bunka era: october 6, 1815) 
 
Swordsmith:  Taikei Shôji Naotane (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm (ubu) Curvature: 2.1cm     Motohaba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Densely forged ko-itame with ji-nie, fine chikei, and midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden gunome with a wide, bright, and clear nioiguchi mixed with many ashi 
Certificate:  60th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Saijô-saku (grandmaster swordsmith, highest rank) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-period koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Taikei Naotane was born Shôji Minobe Naotane in Yamagata city, Dewa province, in 1778.  His family 
was of samurai class for he carried the family name Shôji at a time when the vast populace did 
not have a surname.  It was not until 1870 that everyone in Japan was required to have a 
surname. As a young man, Naotane left the northern country for Edo (Tokyo) and became an 
apprentice of the hugely influential saijô-saku (grandmaster swordsmith) Suishinshi Masahide.  A 
keen and talented student, Naotane quickly learned the methods taught by his master and 
selected Taikei as his crafting name.  Like Suishinshi, Lord Akimoto of Tatebayashi retained and 
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employed him in Kozuke province. 
 
In 1821, Naotane received the honorary title of Chikuzen Daijô, and again in 1848, the title of 
Minosuke. Naotane eventually took over leadership of the school when Masahide and his son 
both died in 1825.  Like his sensei Masahide, Naotane favoured the reintroduction of old 
methods of sword-making over modern practicality. He was successful in all traditions, 
especially his ability to craft in the Sôshû and Bizen disciplines. 
 

 
 
Unique Japan is very proud to introduce a remarkable katana by Taikei Shôji Naotane that has 
been awarded 60th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken certification. It is dated to October 6th, 1815. 
 
This blade performed a tameshigiri (cutting test) severing three human bodies in one stroke.  This 
feat alone is rare and impressive.  However, what makes this katana extra special is that the test 
was completed by Naotane's master student, Sawara Shigetane – a swordsmith - not by a 
professional sword tester.  And that it was commissioned by a Hatamoto-ranked samurai. 
 
To give further perspective, of the circa 12,000 jûyô tôken certified swords, there are only about 
130 swords with a tameshigiri cutting test.  And of those 15 are anonymous, that is, they only 
record the cut that was performed and/or the number of bodies the blade cut through. Eight 
were carried out by non-professional sword testers, e.g., certain samurai retainers who were 
testing swords for their fiefs.   
 
According the Markus Sesko, author of TAMESHIGIRI – The History and Development of 
Japanese Sword Testing – who personally researched this sword: 
 
“NAO60 [Taikei Naotane of the 60th jûyô session] appears to be the only Jûyô blade that bears a cutting 
test that is explicitly mentioned as having carried out by a swordsmith, in the very case, by Naotane’s 
master student Shigetane (重胤). All others, i.e., the vast majority of cutting tests seen on blades ranked 
jûyô or higher, are go back to professional testers like the Yamano (山野) or Yamada (山田) families. This 
makes NAO60 an utmost rarity, not only being the only work of Naotane with a cutting test among the 
ranks of jûyô, as indicated, but also seen against the entire bulk of blades with cutting tests of said ranks.” 
 
Mr. Sesko further elaborates on an interesting link to another commissioned jûyô daishô: 
 
Apart from Shigetane’s cutting test, NAO60 is further inscribed with the reference that it was 
made for a certain Kakei Takahiro (筧孝寛). One of the three daishô by Naotane that passed jûyô 
in jûyô shinsa 17, which will henceforth be referred to as NAO17, was made for the very same 
person.  
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The Kansei Chôshû Shokafu (寛政重脩諸家譜), the Daimyô 
and Hatamoto register of the Bakufu, lists 15 branches of the 
Kakei (筧) family serving as Hatamoto. Takahiro is listed 
therein as having born the first name Yûkichi (勇吉) and as 
having his first encounter with the Shôgun on the ninth day 
of the second month Kansei nine (February 9, 1797) at the 
then age of eleven years. This calculates his year of birth as 
Tenmei eight (天明, 1787).  Accordingly he was 29 years old 
when he received NAO60.  
 
Also striking is the similarity between NAO60 and NAO17 
in terms of the reference to the deity Kangiten, both written 
out and in the form of Sanskrit characters, and to the 
deities Dainichi Nyorai and Nikkô Bosatsu in the form of 
Sanskrit characters only.  
 
This suggests that Kakei Takahiro was a devout Buddhist, 
particularly worshipping Kangiten, who is known as an 
extremely efficacious god who grants whatever is asked of 
him without fail, including impossible wishes.  
 

NA017 - oshigata of both tangs of the Daishô that passed in jûyô 17. 
 

 
What’s captivating about this katana is that it has a genuine kotô period feel to it. This truly is a 
master-class achievement in recreating sword-making techniques of the early 1300s known as the 
fukkotô movement that was started by his master Masahide, a trend that tried to revive the old 
forging styles of the kotô era. This museum-grade katana marks an opportunity to collect of his 
great and most notable works that will bring immense pride and curative responsibility. 
 
As Tanobe-sensei writes on his sayagaki, “this blade follows the Bizen tradition, in concrete terms the 
style of Osafune Kagemitsu, and with the presence of midare-utsuri and the shape with deep koshizori, the 
blade, which is of an excellent deki, is a very faithful recreation of a kotô-era work.”  
 

 
Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei 

 

  
Edo-period uchigatana koshirae with kamon maki-e 
























































