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ITEM# UJKA402

A NIDAI IPPO KATANA

SIGNED, EARLY EDO PERIOD (TENNA ERA: 1681~1684)

Swordsmith: Ippo (nidai, second generation, ubu nakago)

Measurements: Length: 74.5cm Curvature: 1.5cm Motohaba: 3.0cm

Jihada: Well forged itame-hada and masame-hada

Hamon: Bursting gunome-chdji-midare with long ashi and plentiful sunagashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, koshirae, tsuba and FK designated as Authentic)
Fujishiro: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords)

Included: Shirasaya, koshirae, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description

SOLD

For those looking for an extra-long katana with a bright and lively hamon to lift the spirits, here
is a sword definitely worth considering. Second generation (nidai) Ippo was known as Sasaki
Zenjird is the son of shodai Ippd (featured earlier in this catalogue) and originally from Omi
province. He went on to study with shodai Korekazu in Edo (the nation’s capital Tokyo) to hone
his skills. Nidai Ippo has achieved prestigious Jiiyé Token which reflects the skill of his work.
This katana is a full 74.5cm in nagasa and has been recently been polished to a superb standard.
Complimenting the sword is a terrific set of koshirae that features a fuchi-kashira dragon meshed
within powerful waves, a long-life arabesque and peony themed tsuba with protective shisa lions
in the form of shakudé menuki. Five certificates in total accompany this impressive katana.



Kissaki: 3.09cm
Saki-haba: 197cm
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Saki-kasane: 4.8mm

Moto-kasane: 71mm

Nagasa: /4.5cm

o Sori: 1.50em
Nakago: 23.6cm

Omosa: 850g

Moto-haba: 3.00cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




Known also as Sasaki Zenjird, son of the first
generation lppd, he was ranked wazamono (sharp
sword maker) and from the famed Ishido school that
has its roots to the Bizen Ichimonji school.

The Ishido school started in Omi province and
multiplied to cities such as Osaka and Tokyo. Shodai
remained in Omi province, and so did Nidai Zenjiro
for much of his life. Zenjiro eventually moved to Tokyo
later on to work with shodai Korekazu of the famed

Edo Ishido schooal.

The steel flows like a stream that bursts into sunagashi
in several places. The hamon is an extra bright and
bubbling gunome chéji-midare with long impressive
ashi (legs) running down the long length of the blade.

Fujishiro ranks Zenjiré a j6-saku (superior smith ) and
one the finest smiths of Omi province during the shint®
period.

Quite interesting to note is that the nakago (tang) is
signed with the characters Nyddé. This is the name
used when a smith becomes a monk, devoting himself

to Buddhism.




Location: Omi (resident of Shiga)
Family name: Sasaki

Monk name: NyGdé

Clan name: Minamoto

Swordsmith: lppé (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
o-sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)




(ura, reverse
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 3rd year of Reiwa (2021), May 24th
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Goshi jinin Sasaki Nyidé Minamoto lppd

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 4-sun 6-bu (74.5cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)









A dazzling gunome-midare hamon
shines brightly with long ashi (legs).




The yakidashi (beginning of the hamon)
takes on an Osaka style where the
yakiba (hardened area) widens at the
base and then turns in the hamon,




Sweeping sands of sunagashi.

Sparks of divinity.



The hamon marches along...




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

copper habaki with
diagonal file marks




Kuro-ro-utakata-nuri saya

uchigatana-koshirae
(B BRI TIHEZ)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black
with unique texture like
bubbles in water

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1867)

€ NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
-~y Certificate of Authenticity




This polished iron tsuba with raised rims and
nunome-zbgan has been attributed to the /té school
in Edo province during the late Edo period.

The elegant arabesque design is intertwined with
peonies. Arabesque vines symbolize long ife and the
peony is referred to as the "king of flowers'and a
symbol of good fortune, bravery, and honour,

An NTHK-NPO Kanteisho certificate of authenticity
attributing the piece to the late-Edo period circa
1780~186/ has been attained.
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Be brave.







Fuchi-kashira
attributed to
lamagawa School in Mito province

(1780-1867)

Dragon in waves

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity
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Menuki (decorative grips on the hilt) carry a shisa lion and peony theme
that brings harmony to the peonies seen on the tsuba.

These high quality shakud® menuki were crafted during the Late Edo period.
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