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item# ujka400      
     

A NAKAJIMA-RAI KATANA  
unsigned, nambokuchô period (shôhei era: 1346~1370) 
 
Swordsmith:  Nakajima-Rai (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.5cm  Curvature: 1.2cm  Moto-haba: 2.90cm     Weight: 660g 
Jihada:  Vivid mokume mixed with ji-nie and abundant chikei 
Hamon: Suguha-chô in bright nioguchi, ko-nie-deki mixed with ko-gunome, ashi and yô 
Horimono:  Bôhi on both sides with kaki-nagashi running partway through the nakago (tang) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, koshirae & fittings designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Nakajima-Rai school emerged as a distinguished branch of the Rai tradition under the 
leadership of master swordsmith Rai Kuninaga, who studied under Rai Kunitoshi, a designated 
national treasure. During the Gentoku era (1329-1331), Kuninaga relocated from Kyôto to the 
Nakajima region of Settsu province, which led to his moniker "Nakajima-Rai." This exceptional 
katana exemplifies the turbulent Nambokuchô period of the 14th century, featuring a broad, sturdy 
construction with striking mokume burl-wood-grain pattern in the steel. The blade showcases 
quintessential Rai craftsmanship through its prominent ashi (legs) and yô (leaf-like) patterns. The 
sword is further enhanced by an elegant Edo-period handachi-koshirae and Tanobe-sensei sayagaki 
that highlighted the blade's "exquisite steel quality" and "refined suguha hamon.”  












































