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item# ujka399         
     

A MASATSUGU KATANA  
signed & dated, late edo period (kaei era: august 1850) 
 
Swordsmith:  Suishinshi Masatsugu (3rd generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm  Curvature: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.92cm     Weight: 680g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame and mokume-hada mixed with utsuri and abundant chikei 
Hamon: Suguha-chô in bright nioguchi, hotsure mixed with ko-ashi 
Horimono:  Bôhi on both sides with kaki-toshi running through the nakago (tang) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born Kawabe Hokushi, Masatsugu was the son of the 2nd generation Masahide and grandson to 
arguably the most important swordsmith in the shinshinto period, Suishinshi Masahide. 
Masatsugu is thus referred to as the 3rd generation Masahide. Due to the early passing of his 
father Masatsugu completed his studies with grandmaster swordsmith Taikei Naotane.  This 
elegantly curved katana shows a strong Yamashiro-den influence; forged in a bright chû-suguha 
with a wonderful amount of channeling chikei.  Its Edo period koshirae combines the beauty of aoi-
gai (mother-of-pearl) lacquer work buttressed with muscular iron fittings with a silver arabesque 
design.  The Higo Shimizu Jingo sukashi tsuba carries an interesting motif of a nata – a hatchet or 
machete.  This is a well-crafted ‘last samurai’ katana with loads of character and personality.  














































