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item# ujka394         
 

A NIÔ TACHI  
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa gentoku era 1329~1331)  
 
Swordsmith:  Niô School (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 81.2cm       Curvature: 2.58cm         Moto-haba: 2.85cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, fine ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Hosô-suguha with ko-nie deki, tight nioguchi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate 2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tachi fittings and koshirae designated as authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This absolute gem of a tachi has been attributed to the Niô school way back seven centuries to the 
late Kamakura period.  This is an ubu-nakago tachi that has been proudly preserved for some 700-
plus years.  It is immensely rare to come across a sword from this time period that has not been 
shortened at the nakago – either suriage or ô-suriage.  Standing tall at 81.2cm in nagasa (cutting 
edge length) and a glorious curvature of over 2.5cm these are precisely the dimensions of a 
sword wielded on horseback by a warring samurai.  A huge kirikomi battle scar in the top third of 
the blade attests to the battles fought with this sword – a reminder to when life was truly tough. 
The gorgeous swirling pools of chikei in the steel speak to generations of old.  Oh the stories that 
can be told with this blade… A spectacular set of tachi koshirae accompanies the sword with 
matching kamon (crests) that appears to be the "Tosa-kashiwa-mon (oak crest from Tosa Province).  
This kamon was used by Yamauchi family with the most famous daimyô being Yamauchi Kazutoyo 
who worked for Toyotomi family. The family became the feudal lords of Tosa Province during the 
Edo Period, and later aristocracy within the Meiji Era.  This tachi is truly history in your hands. 
 






































