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item# ujka389           sold 
 

A RAI KUNIYASU KATANA  
unsigned, mid-nambokuchô period (jôji era: 1362~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chiyozuru Kuniyasu (shôdai, founder of Chiyozuru school) 
Measurements: Length: 71.2cm (ô-suriage)        Curvature: 2.45cm         Moto-haba: 3.15cm 
Jihada:  Standing-out itame mixed with mokume & nagare and chikei over a dark jigane  
Hamon:  Bright chû ̄-suguha with ko-gunome, nie-hotsure, ko-ashi, fine kinsuji & sunagashi  
Certificate:  NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This powerful katana is the work of Rai Kuniyasu, originally from the Rai school of Yamashiro 
province (Kyotô).  Kuniyasu is said to be the grandson of Rai Kunisue.  In 1337, Kuniyasu moved 
from Kyoto in search of a pure water source to forge his blades.  He eventually settled in 
beautiful Echizen province (modern-day Fukui prefecture) along the Sea of Japan and founded 
the Chiyozuru school meaning ‘a thousand generations of cranes’, symbolizing longevity. 
 
The wide mihaba (width) that extends the full length of the blade and the substantial koshizori 
gives an overall sense of grandeur. The jigane has a mysteriously darkish tone juxtaposed with a 
beaming suguha hamon that serves as a beacon of light - ready for action.  This is a healthy katana 
approaching 700-years-of-age that is ripe for collectability.  Potential custom koshirae project. 












































