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item# ujka388           
 

A SHODAI IPPÔ KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ippô (shodai, first generation, ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 61.2cm  Curvature: 1.2cm     Motohaba: 3.11cm 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged itame-hada and masame-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon:  Bright suguha mixed with ko-midare, ko-ashi, uchinoke, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshû-saku (designated as Highly Excellent Masterwork) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan 
Included:  Shirasaya, bag, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shôdai (first generation) Ippô was the founder of the Ômi branch (modern-day Shiga prefecture) of 
the Ishidô school.  Swords crafted by Ippô are rare - more commonly seen are blades by his son 
Sasaki Ippô, making this piece highly collectible and a great pleasure to study.  The beautiful 
consistency of the jihada and outstanding chikei confirms what a talent Ippô truly was.  The hamon 
is a bright, snowy suguha that embodies the sophisticated qualities of the Yamato school such as 
uchinoke.  This is a sharp, fighting-length katana that includes sayagaki by Dr. Sato Kanzan.  
 








































