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item# ujka387           sold 
 

A MIZUTA KUNISHIGE KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bitchû no Kuni Mizuta jû Kunishige (6th generation)  
Measurements: Length: 71.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.21cm     Moto-haba: 3.37cm 
Jihada:  Gritty mokume hada with pronounced chikei 
Hamon:  Surging waves of gunome-midare with sunagashi and plentiful kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & tsuka designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-jôsaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  (with custom-lacquered scabbard included in price) 
 
The Mizuta school derived its name from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in 
Bitchu province. Members of this school are said to be the descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and 
the smith Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta. The most famous smith of the Shinto Mizuta school 
was Ôtsuki Yogoro Kunishige, also known as 5th generation Ôyogo Kunishige.   
 
This wide, muscular katana is the work of his son Katsubei, the final working smith of the Ôtsuki 
branch of the Mizuta school.  The aggressive hamon exudes a grittiness that contains plenty of 
sunagashi and kinsuji hataraki that can best be described as Mizuta Soshu.  The new caretaker of 
this katana will be given the option to select the lacquer finish on the new scabbard that we’re 
going to custom build for the sword.   A personal touch for a terrific samurai sword. 










































