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item# ujka386           sold 
 

AN ETCHÛ KIYOMITSU KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun to enpô era: 1661~1681) 
 

Swordsmith:  Etchû Kiyomitsu (清光)  
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.3cm     Moto-haba: 2.98cm 
Jihada:  Well-forged mokume hada with pronounced chikei within a darkish jigane 
Hamon:  Bright and consistent chû-suguha with kuichigaiba and ko-ashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Superior swordsmith Kiyomitsu was the son of Koshirô Shigekiyo and given the name 
Gorôzaemon with some sources listing his first name as Yaroku.  He lived in Etchû province, 
modern-day Toyama prefecture - a picturesque coastal city on Japan’s main island, Honshu.  His 
swords have a lovely darkish jigane (steel hue), often seen of swords crafted on the Sea of Japan.   
 

This katana features a bright and consistent chû-suguha (straight hamon) with the unique 
Yamato-den characteristic of kuichigaiba on the upper third of the blade.  Its antique koshirae 
from the late Edo period is most inspirational; through the rebirth tale of the fiery phoenix, the 
valiant importance of perseverance via the four gentlemen that all leads to the good luck omen of 
nasu (eggplants).  This is a shinto period samurai sword with a wise, old soul. 








































