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ITEM# UJKA384 SOLD

A KATSUMITSU ‘COUNTLESS BODIES TESTED' KATANA
SIGNED & DATED, MUROMACHI PERIOD (EISHO ERA, AUGUST 1505)

Swordsmith: Bishit Osafune Katsumitsu

Gold inlay (test): Yamano Ka’emon no J6 Nagahisa + kao - Dodé tara taka ri bakari kore
Measurements: Length: 62.3cm (ubu-nakago) Curvature: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 2.66cm
Jihada: Ko-itame hada, chikei and vibrant midare-utsuri

Hamon: Bright suguha with kinsuji and ko-ashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)
Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, soroi-kanagu, tsuba designated as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Saijo-saku (Jirozaemon ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)

Authentication:  Sayagaki by Kanzan (Sato Kanzan) and Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)
Included: Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description

SOLD

This fearless katana has been signed and dated to August 1505, during the 2nd year of Eisho era
(1504~1521). This time period coincides best with 5th generation Bizen no Kuni-jit Osafune
Jirozaemon no Jo Katsumitsu that flourished throughout the Eisho era. Jir6zaemon Katsumitsu
is ranked saijo-saku (grandmaster) and 6-wazamono for the extreme sharpness of his swords.

On April 28, 1656 master sword tester Yamano Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa, with this very sword,
severed through countless bodies with ease. The blade features a bright suguha hamon with razor-
like ko-ashi and illuminating midare-utsuri. The sword is further housed in a splendid handachi
koshirae with matching fittings from the late Edo period. This is a wickedly rare samurai sword.
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Saki-kasane: 3.2mm

Moto-kasane; 5.8mm

Nakago: 14.0cm

Omosa: 440g

Kissaki: 2.64cm
Saki-haba: 1./3cm

Moto-haba: 2.66cm

Nagasa: 62.3cm

Sori: 1.50em

Mekugi-ana: 1



The Katsumitsu family of smiths from Bizen province
began in the Oei era (1394~1428) after vicious
Nambokucho period came to and end. Just after the
sengoku jidai (the warring states period) broke out
with the Onin war in 146/ is when 4th generation
Katsumitsu took centre stage in 148/ and took the
school to the next level.

This fearless katana has been signed and dated to

August 1505, during the 2nd year of Eishé era
(1504~1521). This time period coincides best with bth
generation Bizen no Kuni-ji Osafune Jirbzaemon no
J6 Katsumitsu that flourished throughout the Eishé era.
Jirézaemon Katsumitsu is ranked saijé-saku
(grandmaster) and 6-wazamono for the extreme
sharpness of his swords.

What makes this katana extra special is that on April
28,1656 master sword tester Yamano Ka'emon no J6
Nagabhisa, with this very sword, severed through
countless bodies with ease. This blade is signed in
gold inlay with Nagahisa's kao (insignia).

The rarity of this sword test must be made clear. While
single and multiple body cutting tests can be found, to
have a blade that explicitly states that it confidently
severed through numerous bodies is incredibly rare.
There is sharp, and then there is sharp.

The blade features a bright suguha hamon with razor-
like ko-ashi and illuminating midare-utsuri. The sword
is further housed in a splendid handachi koshirae with
matching fittings from the late Edo period.

As this katana was not signed with Jirbzaemon's
personal name, it's protocol to restrain from definitively
attributing the sword to this smith. However, given the
sharpness reputation that Sth gen. Katsumitsu has
earned, similarities in signature, the exquisite midare-
utsuri and the fact he is known to have created
horimono of kenmaki-ry(, there is strong evidence to
support this to be his work.
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Province: Bisshi (Okayama prefecture)
Village: Osafune
Swordsmith: Katsumitsu

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)




Eishé ninen hachigatsu hi

Meireki ninen uri shigatsu nijihachinichi
Yamano Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa + kad
Dédb tara taka ri bakari kore

This sword was crafted on a day in the 8th month

during the 2nd year of Eishé era (August 1505),

On the 28th day of the 4th month of the 2nd
intercalary year of Meireki era (April 28, 1656)
with this blade master sword tester Yamano (Do) Al

! B (Mei)

Ka'emon no J6 Nagahisa severed through (do) JIF
countless bodies with ease. This blade is signed © J& (reki)
in gold inlay with Nagahisa's kaé (insignia). (ta) % N
(ra) B AC (i)
i 5 F (nen)
o )
(bakari) & Pt (shi)
(kore) Z 1 H (gatsu)

1 (nijo)

<E|) iK J\ (hachi)

(sho) 1E H (nichi)
( ) — LI (Yama)
ny — #Y (no)
(nin) 4 n (Ka)
£ ()
(hachi) J\ féi ()
?‘;\; 5 (mon no)
CE)PE ; 2 (o
| ¢ K (Naga
(hl) H A ghisag> >
AEFF (kao)
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after (and repeat)



The rarity of this tameshigiri cutting test
of having severed countless bodies
cannot be overstated.

Having consulted with Markus Sesko,
author of Tameshigiri - The History and
Development of Japanese Sword
Testing, he confirmed that he has not
come across a similar test.
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), February 2nd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Bisht Osafune Katsumitsu - Eishé ninen hachigatsu hi
Meireki ninen urd shigatsu nijahachinichi
Yamano Ka emon no J6 Nagahisa + kad
Dédb tara taka ri bakari kore

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku O-sun b-bu kyd (62.3cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



D PN =R
Bishi Osafune Katsumitsu
Osafune Katsumitsu from Bissht Province

KIE“H/)\HH

HA JEE SRAT R T 8%
Eishé ninen hachigatsu hi
Meireki ninen setsudan-mei iri

This blade was crafted on a day in the eighth month during
the 2nd year of Eishé era (August 1505), with the date of
cutting test done in the second year of Meireki era (1656)

FNEBNR Ly IEAZ
Haché 2-shaku 5-bu 5-rin kore ari
Blade length ~ 621 cm

OOk B € ik THER

L1 Ichasha bi Kanzan shirusu + kab

Sayagaki written and certified by Kanzan Saté on a day in
middle of autumn with his personal monogram



by TR
f%' Bizen no Kuni Osafune Katsumitsu

Bizen no Kuni Osafune Katsumitsu
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s Rokuji-mei oyobi Eishé ninen hachigatsu hi no ki kore ari,
45 shikamo sara ni Meireki ninen shigatsu Yamano Kaemon no
j}%f J6 Nagahisa ga setsudan o okonaite rijin de ari shi mune no
%;‘ kinzégan kore ari, zokumyé naki to dare mo nylinensaku
A& shikamo onken-naru suguha deki o shimeshi ukibori mo
B ajiwai-fukai
VAN
’%’S The blade has a six-character signature that is dated on a day
2 in the 8th month in the 2nd year of Eishé era (1505). In
é%:{; addition, it bears a cutting test performed by Yamano
e Kaemon no J6 Nagahisa in the 4th month of the Znd year of
R Meireki era (1656) which is inlaid in gold and testifies to the
%?9%1 sharpness of the blade. The signature does not contain an
f)/',i’_ individual name but regardless of which Katsumitsu made this
ﬁf%é; sword, it is carefully forged and the deki holds a calm suguha
%;_i and the horimono (engraving) is tastefully executed.
Lot
S ERXRTHENA
70 Nagasa 2-shaku 5-bu kyé

Blade length ~ 62.3 cm

1 B JEH
I'suchinoe-inudoshi matsukaze-zuki

Certified in June during the Year of the Dog (2018)

PRILGRTTEH)
Tanzan shirusu + kabé
Written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] + monogram










This powerful horimono (engraving) is
called Kenmaki-ryu. It depicts a dragon
winding around a sword.

Legend dictates that the guardian

deity Fudo-Myou had to fight a deity
from another religion, the dragon
king Kurikara.

In the battle, Fudo-Myou changed
himself into a flaming sword but
Kurikara did the same and the fighting
went on without a victor.

In a manner of ingenuity, Fudo-Myou
transformed into the dragon Kurikara,
wound himself around the opponent's
sword and devoured him from atop.

Hence, the dragon Kurikara wrapped
around a sword is, in fact, another
representation of Fudo-Myou.



The ko-ashi (short legs) vibrating along
the suguha (straight hamon) resemble
razor-sharp teeth awaiting dinner.




midare-utsuri
iconic shadow hamon of the Bizen tradition
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Just as the deep-sea anglerfish use
bioluminescence as a lure to attract prey,
the equally vivid midare-utsuri on this
Katsumitsu katana speaks to its authority
within the most hostile of environments.
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Anglerfish, photo National Geographic



A wicked line of kinsuji (dark line of nie) wraps
itself around the hamon at the apex of the soe-bi.

soe-bi
(thin groove)

kinsuji




= Shirasaya
ﬁg (protective scabbard)
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Note there is sayagaki authentication
on both sides of the shirasaya.

gold habaki with

horizontal file marks




Soroi-kanagu-tsuki
cha-ishime-ji-nuri saya
handachi-koshirae
(i4 B AR A B - K )i 2)

Handachi-koshirae
lacquered in brown
with stone-like surface and
matching set of the fittings

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1867)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity

This rare polished copper mokko (lobe) shaped tsuba with shakudo rim was crafted
during the early Edo period (circa 1600-1/00) by a craftsman specialising in tachi fittings.

shakudo mimi (rim)



polished shakudo with gold trim

All matching handachi fittings (soroi-kanagu)
attributed to the Mino school from the Mid-Edo
period, fully certified by the NTHK-NPO,



At peace

The unique clasp on the kashira is a carved depiction
of the merciful holding of hands.

A design of karakusa
(vines) symbolizing
health and longevity.

sculpted hands



From above, the kashira takes the abstract
form of a warrior meditating in deep thought.



depicting the

threefold division of Man, Earth, and Sky at the heart of the
Shinto belief system of universal life balance.

The menuki incorporates the Tomoe symbol -

Menuki (decorative grips) are a combination of kiri (paulownia) and the tomoe symbol.




No prisoners.



A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword ol
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade




