
service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 

item# ujka384           sold 
 
A KATSUMITSU ‘COUNTLESS BODIES TESTED’ KATANA  
signed & dated, muromachi period (eishô era, august 1505) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Katsumitsu  
Gold inlay (test):  Yamano Ka’emon no Jô Nagahisa + kaô – Dôdô tara taka ri bakari kore 
Measurements: Length: 62.3cm (ubu-nakago) Curvature: 1.5cm         Moto-haba: 2.66cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada, chikei and vibrant midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with kinsuji and ko-ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, soroi-kanagu, tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (Jirôzaemon ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan (Satô Kanzan) and Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo period koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  
 
This fearless katana has been signed and dated to August 1505, during the 2nd year of Eishô era 
(1504~1521).  This time period coincides best with 5th generation Bizen no Kuni-jû Osafune 
Jirôzaemon no Jô Katsumitsu that flourished throughout the Eishô era.   Jirôzaemon Katsumitsu 
is ranked saijô-saku (grandmaster) and ô-wazamono for the extreme sharpness of his swords. 
 
On April 28, 1656 master sword tester Yamano Ka'emon no Jô Nagahisa, with this very sword, 
severed through countless bodies with ease. The blade features a bright suguha hamon with razor-
like ko-ashi and illuminating midare-utsuri.  The sword is further housed in a splendid handachi 
koshirae with matching fittings from the late Edo period.  This is a wickedly rare samurai sword. 
 
















































