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item# ujka380            sold, for reference purposes only 
 

A KO-ICHIMONJI SUKE-YASU TACHI 
signed, early-kamakura period (1184~1222) 
 
Swordsmith:  Suke-yasu (signed助 Suke with 安 yasu difficult to decipher, suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.0cm  Curvature: 2.4cm     Motohaba: 2.90cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, nagare, ji-nie, chikei, and jifu-utsuri  
Hamon:  Nie-laden ko-midare-chô, mixed with ko-chôji that widens along the monouchi area, 
plus ample ko-ashi and yô, kinsuji and sunagashi, and yubashiri that appears parallel to the yakigashira  
Bôshi:   Suguha with a short ko-maru-kaeri, the haki-ura side shows nijûba  
Certificate:  62nd NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan-sensei in May 2020) 
Included:  Shirasaya, sword bag, stand, kit, description 
 
This extremely precious 800-year-old tachi from the Ko-Ichimonji school marks the transition 
point from the workmanship of the Ko-Bizen school that began in the Heian period (938~1184) to 
the more exuberant swords of the Fukuoka-Ichimonji school (1184~1293).  
 
Early works of the Fukuoka-Ichimonji School from the start of the Kamakura period (1184~1222) 
are referred to collectively as Ko-Ichimonji.  Blades in this classification reflect Ko-Bizen 
characteristics in terms of shape, body and hamon, but are enriched with novel elements such as 
ko-chôji (small clove blossom buds).  
 
This tachi has retained its two-character signature Sukeyasu (note: the second character for yasu 
is difficult to read), a seemingly unknown smith who likely worked with Ko-Ichimonji Sukenari.  
The blade has a wide, healthy, masculine shape with a jifu-utsuri and ko-gunome hamon that 
together radiate an icy-blue hue.  This sword is meant for the connoisseur who will forever 
appreciate its understated elegance and the rare, historical reference piece that it represents.   
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Designated as Jūyō-Tōken (a profound and important sword) 
at the 62nd jūyō shinsa held on October 18, 2016 
 

Tachi, mei: Suke- □ (助□)		

Ko-Ichimonji School, (古⼀⽂字) 
 
Measurements 
nagasa: 69.0cm 
sori: 2.4cm 
motohaba: 2.95cm, sakihaba: 1.8cm 
kissaki-nagasa 2.5cm, nakago-nagasa 17.0cm, nakago-sori 0.2 cm 
 
Description 
Keijo: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, wide mihaba, noticeable taper, normal kasane, deep sori, ko-kissaki 
Kitae: itame that is mixed with mokume and nagare and that features plenty of ji-nie, much chikei, and a jifu-utsuri 
Hamon: nie-laden ko-midare-chō that is mixed with ko-chōji and that widens along the monouchi area, in addition we 
see many ko-ashi and yō, kinsuji and sunagashi, and yubashiri that appear parallel to the yakigashira 
Bōshi: sugu with a short ko-maru-kaeri, the haki-ura side shows nijūba that appear parallel to the fukura 
Nakago: suriage, kirijiri, katte-sagari yasurime, two mekugi-ana, the haki-omote side bears in between the mekugi-ana the 
character for Suke but the second character is illegible 
 
Remarks 
The Fukuoka-Ichimonji School was founded by Norimune (則宗) in the early Kamakura period and experienced its 
prime during the mid-Kamakura period. Apart from Norimune, other notable early Kamakura period Ichimonji 
smiths were Sukemune (助宗), Narimune (成宗), Naomune (尚宗), Muneyoshi (宗吉), Munetada (宗忠), Shigehisa (重久), 
and Sadazane (貞真), and collectively are referred to as Ko-Ichimonji. Their workmanship differs from the more 
flamboyant mid-Kamakura period Ichimonji style and both the blade structure and jiba interpretations are by trend 
noticeably closer to the Ko-Bizen style of workmanship.  
 
This blade shows a kitae in itame that is mixed with mokume and nagare.  It contains plenty of ji-nie, considerable 
amounts of chikei, and jifu-utsuri.  The hamon is a nie-laden ko-midare-chō that is mixed with ko-chōji, numerous ko-ashi 
and yō and features kinsuji, sunagashi, and yubashiri. That is, we clearly recognize a classical interpretation [of the Ko-
Bizen school] but at the same time due to the presence of ko-chōji, we recognize an innovative approach whereupon 
we find ourselves between Ko-Bizen and Ichimonji.  Thus, the attribution must be to the Ko-Ichimonji school.   
 
The blade is of an excellent deki (workmanship) and has a very healthy jiba; ji (body) and yakiba (hardened area). 
 

  
















































