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ITEM# UJKA367

A YUKIHIRO KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (LATE KANBUN~ENPO ERA: 1667~1675)

Swordsmith: Ichi Hizen no Kuni Dewa no Kami Fujiwara Yukihiro (shodai)
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.6cm Motohaba: 2.98cm Weight: 705¢
Jihada: Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki, ji-nie and lots of chikei
Hamon: Beautiful gunome choji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, and abu nomefu
Certificate: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation)

Fujishiro: Jo-saku (a superior swordsmith)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by unknown artist

Included: Shirasaya, fuemaki koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description

SOLD

Talented Hizen swordsmith Yukihiro, son of Yoshinobu, and younger brother to shodai Masahiro was
born in 1617 and received his Dewa no Daijo title in 1648. His Dewa no Kami title was awarded to
him in 1663. This superb katana has terrific energy - a fine example of a brilliant chdji-midare with
Yukihiro's trademark abu nomefu - an iconic horsefly eye appearing as circular dots in the ashi.
Those that appreciate a quality jihada will be pleased soak in the finely forged ko-mokume-hada
with an incredible amount of swirling pools of chikei that stand out beautifully to the naked eye.
Its set of koshirae features a mother-of-pearl lacquered saya called fuemaki. This magnificent type
of lacquer work is extremely demanding and requires exacting standards. The NBTHK Hozon
certified tsuba comes from Hizen's neighbouring province Higo by the Kugimoto school celebrates
motifs that bring good fortune. Peonies further abound on the lovely katate-maki braided hilt.
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Talented Hizen swordsmith Yukihiro, son of Yoshinobu,
and younger brother to shodai Masahiro was born in
1617 and received his Dewa no Daijo title in 1648. His
Dewa no Kami title was awarded to him in 1663. This
katana was made after he received his "no Kami title.

In 1650 Yukihiro moved to Nagasaki to study Dutch

forging techniques with Hisatsugu and Tanenaga. It is
assumed that he also studied the Bizen Ichimonji in
Edo (Tokyo) with Noriyoshi. Swords produced by
Yukihiro display all the hallmarks that make the Hizen
tradition sought after.

This superb katana has terrific energy - a fine example
of a brilliant chgji-midare with Yukihiro's trademark abu
nomefu - an iconic horsefly eye appearing as circular
dots in the ashi. Those that appreciate a quality jihada
will be pleased with the finely forged ko-mokume-hada
and the incredible amount of swirling pools of chikei
that stand out beautifully to the naked eye.

Given the elegant, curvy shape of the sword and also
through examination of the signature, it is likely this
sword was crafted at the end of the Kanbun era or into
the early Enpd era years making it one of the final
swords Yukihiro made in his storied career.

lts set of koshirae features a mother-of-pearl lacquered
saya called fuemaki.  This magnificent type of
lacquerwork is extremely demanding and requires
exacting standards. The NBTHK Hozon certified
tsuba comes from Hizen's neighbouring province Higo
by the Kugimoto school celebrates motifs that bring
good fortune. Peonies further abound on the lovely
katate-maki braided hilt.

Yukihiro died on May 2/, 1683 and no less than six
generations of Yukihiro followed in their master's
footsteps. Yukihiro is ranked as jé-saku - a superior
swordsmith - and is one of the most celebrated smiths
in the Hizen arsenal of Japanese swords.
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Location: Hizen (resident of Saga)

Title: Dewa no Kami (Lord of Dewa province)
Clan name: Fujiwara

Swordsmith: Yukihiro (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)

sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 6th year of Reiwa (2024), February 23rd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Ichi Hizen no Kuni Dewa no Kami Fujiwara Yukihiro

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun (69.7cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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Hizen no Kuni Dewa no Kami Fujiwara Yukihiro
Dewa no Kami Fujiwara Yukihiro from Hizen Province

IR

Shodai

Ist generation
HNER="T=%
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 3-bu

Blade length ~/00cm

KV T4y T JH
Sori 5-bu 5-rin

Curvature ~1.6cm
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Sublime ko-mokume hada with a tremendous amount
of dark, swirling lines of chikei in the body of the blade.




A magnificent long black line of kinsuji (nie crystals) channels through the yokote
(the dividing line between the kissaki tip and the blade) and well into the béshi.

kinsuji
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Dark lines of chikei woven beautitully
into the expertly forged konuka-hada
that's known to resemble rice bran.



abu nomefu or horsefly eyes’

Swords by Yukihiro have a unique feature
called abu nomefu or 'horsefly eyes' where
circular dots of nie appear in the ashi (legs).



(signed tachi side of the blade)

The choji-midare hamon has a serrated look along the
monouchi area (top third of the blade) on the

Long ashi (legs) reminiscent of icicles formed in wintertime.

The hamon then serrates again flowing
upwards towards the shinogi ridge line.



(unsigned ura side of the blade)

Interestingly, the ura side's monouchi area is less serrated tending
to an undulating wave notare with sporadic ‘ashi icicles.

A more classic choji-midare in the mid-area.

Here the hamon shows ko-chaji,
small clove blossom buds.
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Pac-Man fever in the 1/th century?




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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gold habaki with

horizontal file marks




Kuro-roiro aogai-mijin
fuemaki nuri saya

uchigatana-koshirae
(R =2 a7 BB S W T TIHE2)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in striped glossy black
with unique texture of
mother-of-pearl

Crafted during the
Modern period

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




Raden fuemaki
the unique striped design pattern resembles a
traditional Japanese flute called fue.

The mother-of-pearl inlay sparkle like twinkling
stars. This exemplary lacquerwork is finished to
the highest degree of crafting skill.



This is a beautiful polished iron tsuba with attractive
depictions of flowers, birds, bamboo and clouds in silver

and gold inlay. The motif itself is said to bring good fortune.

The tsuba has been attributed to the work of the Kugimoto
school of Hizen province. Crafted circa the middle Edo

period (1700~1780).

NBTHK Hozon
Certificate of Authenticity
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NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

ssued in the 26th year of Heisei (2014), January 17th
One, Tsuba
Motif of zuich6-moyé (lucky motifs)

Mumei (unsigned)
Hizen Kugimoto school

Elongated round shape, hammered iron, relief carved from ground plate,

superficial gold and silver inlay, rim left raised after carving

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



(reverse)



Menuki (decorative grips on the hilt) celebrating the peony. In Japan, the peony is
referred to as the "king of flowers'and a symbol of good fortune, bravery, and honour.

As such, it has been cherished by the samurai class for centuries.




(pommel)

Shisa lion with peonies

Kashira



Koshirae bag.
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