
service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka365         
     

A KUNISHIGE ‘HORIMONO’ KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bitchû no Kuni Mizuta jû Kunishige (6th generation)  
Measurements: Length: 74.2cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.4cm     Moto-haba: 3.14cm 
Jihada:  Gritty mokume hada with pronounced chikei 
Hamon:  Surging waves of gunome-midare with sunagashi and plentiful kinsuji  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NBTHK Hozon & NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chû-jôsaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Mizuta school derived its name from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in 
Bitchu province. Members of this school are said to be descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and the 
smith Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta. The most famous smith of the Shinto Mizuta school was 
Ôtsuki Yogoro Kunishige, also known as Ôyogo Kunishige.  This long, muscular katana is the work 
of his son Katsubei, the final smith of the Ôtsuki branch of this respected school. This is a sword 
blessed with spiritual significance.  Striking horimono (engravings) form the all-powerful Tokkosho 
and Vaisravana, one of four heavenly kings.  Its dazzling hamon exudes a soulful, protective 
grittiness that contains plenty of sunagashi and kinsuji hataraki that can best be described as Mizuta 
Sôshû. A magnificent custom koshirae was built in Japan over a 2-year period with a guiding 
theme revolving around the land’s most beloved symbol, the sun.  From beautiful maki-e drawings 
on the saya to guardian shisa lions for menuki to a tipsy eccentric immortal god that loves wine(!), 
this inspiring katana unites lethal sharpness with creative traditions from the past to present. 


















































