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item# ujka364        currently off market 
 

A GASSAN SADAKAZU KATANA 
signed & dated by imperial artisan gassan sadakazu aged 80  
in the first month of the 4th year of taishô era (january 1915)  
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan Sadakazu (月山貞一)  
Commissioned by:  Rokurô Ishihara (石原六郎) 
Measurements:  Length: 69.6cm (ubu)  Curvature: 1.6cm       Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, abundant chikei 
Hamon:  Exuberant gunome-midare with plentiful kinsuji, ashi, sunagashi in nie-deki 
Horimono:  Kurikara kenmaki-ryu & sankozuka 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (a highly superior smith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Gassan Sadatoshi (great grandson)  
 
Please inquire 
 
Gassan Sadakazu (1836-1918) was the finest swordsmith of the Meiji era.  Adopted by Gassan 
Sadayoshi, his illustrious career saw him become a master of all major sword-making traditions; 
Bizen, Soshû, Yamashiro and Yamato den.  Sadakazu became an Imperial Court Artisan in 1906. 
This katana is dated to January 1915 when Sadakazu was an impressive 80-years-old, making it 
one of the last swords crafted by the maestro and particularly valuable as a reference piece.  It 
was commissioned by Ishihara Rokurô - a prominent businessman in Tokushima province on 
the island of Shikoku.  In this sword, Sadakazu emulates the masterful skills of grandmaster 
sword smith Gorô Masamune with exquisite horimono (engraving) of taki-fudô and a suken.  As the 
sword is forged at the highest level of the Sôshû tradition, the hataraki is simply awe-inspiring.  
Boundless swirls of dark chikei is especially impressive weaving the fabric of the well forged 
itame-hada.  The gunome-midare hamon features plentiful kinsuji and brushed sunagashi. This katana 
was donated to Jôrokuji - the most famous zen temple in Tokushima – and amongst all the vitality 
of this katana rests a calm, inner confidence that resonates through the blade.  Sadakazu’s great 
grandson, Sadatoshi, current head of the Gassan family, authenticated this katana in sayagaki as 
being shôshin yûsaku nari – a genuine masterpiece by the hand of Sadakazu.      




















































