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A GASSAN SADAKATSU KATANA 
signed & dated by gassan sadakatsu, resident of osaka  
dated a lucky day in december 1933 in commemoration of the 
birth of his imperial highness the crown prince [akihito]  
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan Sadakatsu (月山貞勝) 
Dated:  8th year of Showa era (December 1933)  
Measurements:  Length: 68.7cm (ubu)  Curvature: 1.9cm       Moto-haba: 2.82cm 
Jihada:  Exquisite ayasugi-hada with chikei and sunagashi 
Hamon:  Clear and bright chu-suguha with plentiful kinsuji and ko-ashi  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Gassan Sadatoshi (grandson of Gassan Sadakatsu) 
                                    Hakogaki by Gassan Sadakatsu (writing on original box)  
 

SOLD 
 
Gassan Sadakatsu (1869-1943) was the first son of the Meiji era’s master swordsmith Gassan Sadakazu.  He 
was a dedicated student and tireless assistant during his father’s productive years.  He succeeded the 
headship of the Osaka Gassan School in 1918 upon the death of Sadakazu.  In 1921, Sadakatsu became 
acquainted with Baron Kitokuro Itsuki, then Minister of the Imperial Household, that brought him the 
opportunity to create swords for the Emperor, the Imperial Army, the Imperial Navy and the Imperial 
Family.  He was the swordsmith of Emperor Hirohito's Grand Field Marshal Sword (大元帥刀)as well as 
his enthronement tachi plus imperial military swords (恩賜の軍刀) given to top graduates of the elite 
Imperial War College upon graduation. 
 
This rare and elegant katana was crafted in commemoration of the birth of his Imperial Highness, the 
Crown Prince Akihito, dated December 1933.  It is a sword that personifies the class and generosity of 
Prince Akihito.  The Gassan school’s iconic ayasugi-hada has been captured with pure crafting brilliance.  
His grandson, Sadatoshi, head of the Gassan family, authenticated this katana in sayagaki as being shôshin 
yûsaku nari (正真優作也)– an authentic and masterful work of art.      
















































