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item# ujka359      

     

A MORIKANE KATANA 
signed, late muromachi period (circa eiroku era: 1558-1570) 
 
Swordsmith:  Morikane of the Kongôbyôe School (ubu-nakago) 
Location:  Chikuzen province (Fukuoka on Kyushu island)  
Measurements: Length: 68.5cm       Curvature: 2.4cm  Moto-haba: 2.2cm       Weight: 640g 
Jihada:  Mokume, itame meeting masame-hada, with ji-nie, chikei and light shirake utsuri  
Hamon: Hoso-suguha (thin straight temper line) with tight nioguchi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NBTHK Hozon (tsuba & fuchi-kashira designated as Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae designated Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae with antique fittings, bags, stand, kit, etc. 
 
The Kongôbyôe school dates back to the Kamakura period in Chikuzen province (modern-day 
Fukuoka) where warrior monks battled the Mongol invasions with these powerful swords.  At 
their core, these are swords built with functionality in mind.  They are dependable weapons that 
comprise of a grain pattern that is a mix of o-itame-hada and masame-hada.  The hamon is a precise 
beam of suguha.  A subtle shirake utsuri appears in the steel with plentiful swirls of chikei.  A full-
length bo-hi (groove) helps to lighten the sword.  This is a quick-wielding one or two-handed 
katana that has been battle-ready since the mid-16th century of the Koto period. 
 
A beautiful set of uchigatana-koshirae was built for the sword using antique fittings.  The saya 
(scabbard) has been lacquered in a aoi-gai fuemaki technique, where symmetrical flute-like stripes 
of mother-of-pearl decorate the piece.   The fuchi-kashira compliments the theme with a depiction 
of a drum and flute.  The tomoe tsuba was crafted by an armor-maker circa Muromachi period. 
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