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item# ujka358      

     

A KO-KONGÔBYÔE SCHOOL KATANA 
unsigned, late kamakura to nambokucho period (mid-1300s) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ko-Kongôbyôe School (o-suriage-nakago) 
Location:  Chikuzen province (Fukuoka on Kyushu island)  
Measurements: Length: 70.2cm       Curvature: 1.0cm  Moto-haba: 3.2cm       Weight: 790g 
Jihada:  Mokume, itame meeting masame-hada, with ji-nie and light shirake utsuri  
Hamon: Hoso-suguha (thin straight temper line) with tight nioguchi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, kamon fittings & koshirae designated Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki to Naminohira Saneyasu 
Included:  Shirasaya, Satsuma gunto koshirae, bags, stand, kit, etc. 
 
The Kongôbyôe school dates back to the Kamakura period in Chikuzen province (modern day 
Fukuoka) where warrior monks battled the Mongol invasions with these powerful swords.   
 

This meaty katana comes with a superb set of Satsuma gunto handachi-koshirae with matching Edo-
period kamon (family crest) that is a variation of the Shimazu daimyo kamon.  It also has sayagaki 
attributing the piece to Naminohira Saneyasu, who worked in the Nambokucho period, circa 1352.   
 

This katana was likely carried by an Imperial Navy Officer that had this special gunto koshirae 
built in tribute the warrior culture of the Satsuma domain, as both the Shimazu kamon and katana 
(Naminohira school) are from Satsuma.  Note the rare Yamakichibei tsuba from the Momoyama 
period with its unique kukurizaru design and solar rays that are akin the Rising Sun Flag. 
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