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item# ujka357           sold   
 

A NIÔ SANEKIYO KATANA 
signed & dated, middle muromachi (bunmei era: February 1470) 
 
Swordsmith:  Niô Sanekiyo (machi-okuri nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 69.4cm  Curvature: 1.0cm     Motohaba: 2.72cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged itame-hada and nagare-hada with chikei and shirake utsuri  
Hamon:  Laser beam suguha hamon with ko-ashi and uchinoke 
Certificate 1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and fk are Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and tsuba designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Niô name is said to originate to the Niho manor of Suô province.  Suô was home to many 
properties owned by the Todaiji (Great Eastern Buddhist Temple) in Yamato (Nara), the former 
capital of Japan.  As Niô School blades have a strong resemblance to Yamato works, it is assumed 
that there was a technical exchange between the two places.  
 
This rare and special katana by Niô Sanekiyo has been signed and dated to February 1470 and 
exudes a palpable sense of history.  The complex jihada is a sublime mixture of itame-hada, 
mokume-hada and nagare-hada.  It casts a velvety glow that lifts the spirit.   The bright suguha 
hamon on this freshly polished 550-year-old katana encourages the heart to walk a higher path.   
 
An exquisite set of custom koshirae with an eye-catching ripple design on the saya celebrates the 
journey and struggle towards leading a more virtuous life.  This is a gem of a samurai sword. 


























































