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item# ujka348           
 

A MASAMINE ‘NIKKÔ SUKEZANE’ TACHI 
signed & dated, showa period (august 1974) 
 
Swordsmith:  Nikkô Sukezane utsushi, Ryôzanshi Masamine saku nari (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 72.6cm  Curvature: 2.9cm     Motohaba: 3.18cm 
Jihada:  Expertly forged ko-itame with chikei and midare utsuri 
Hamon:  Widely hardened gorgeous chôji-midare, kawazu-no-ko chôji with long ashi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NTHK-NPO Yûshûto (a sword designated as Masterwork) 
Published:  This sword is featured in the NTHK-NPO Book of Yûshuto swords 
Included:  Shirasaya, NTHK-NPO Yushuto book, stand, bag, kit, DVD, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Behold a glorious tachi by one of Japan’s finest swordsmiths of the 20th century - former Living 
National Treasure Ryôzanshi Masamine. Dated to August 1974, this sword is an utsushi (replica) 
of a national treasure tachi known as Nikkô Sukezane. Crafted by Fukuoka-Ichimonji smith Sukezane, 
it was once the property of Shôgun Tokugawa Ieyasu and resides in Nikkô’s Tôshôgû shrine. 
 

Exhibiting a powerful shape and a stunning chôji hamon with kawazu-no-ko chôji, long ashi (legs) 
and utsuri, this beautiful blade reflects the exquisite qualities of the Bizen tradition.  This tachi is 
certified with both NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and NTHK-NPO Yûshûto, a rare achievement 
for a modern-made piece.  It is even published in a book of masterwork swords, which will be 
included for the new caretaker.  This is a tachi that embodies the ever-enduring Japanese spirit. 










































