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ITEM# UJKA348

A MASAMINE ‘NIKKO SUKEZANE TACHI

SIGNED & DATED, SHOWA PERIOD (AUGUST 1974)

Swordsmith: Nikkoé Sukezane utsushi, Ryozanshi Masamine saku nari (ubu nakago)
Measurements: Length: 72.6cm Curvature: 2.9cm Motohaba: 3.18cm

Jihada: Expertly forged ko-itame with chikei and midare utsuri

Hamon: Widely hardened gorgeous choji-midare, kawazu-no-ko chdji with long ashi
Certificate 1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificate 2: NTHK-NPO Yishito (a sword designated as Masterwork)

Published: This sword is featured in the NTHK-NPO Book of Yiashuto swords
Included: Shirasaya, NTHK-NPO Yushuto book, stand, bag, kit, DVD, description

SOLD

Behold a glorious tachi by one of Japan’s finest swordsmiths of the 20th century - former Living
National Treasure Rybzanshi Masamine. Dated to August 1974, this sword is an utsushi (replica)
of a national treasure tachi known as Nikké Sukezane. Crafted by Fukuoka-Ichimonji smith Sukezane,
it was once the property of Shogun Tokugawa leyasu and resides in Nikké’s Toshogii shrine.

Exhibiting a powerful shape and a stunning chdji hamon with kawazu-no-ko chéji, long ashi (legs)
and utsuri, this beautiful blade reflects the exquisite qualities of the Bizen tradition. This tachi is
certified with both NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon and NTHK-NPO Yishiito, a rare achievement
for a modern-made piece. It is even published in a book of masterwork swords, which will be
included for the new caretaker. This is a tachi that embodies the ever-enduring Japanese spirit.



Kissaki: 3.30cm

N
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Saki-kasane: D4mm Saki-haba: 2.35cm

Nagasa: /2.6cm

Moto-kasane: 71mm

Sori: 29cm
Nakago: 19.2cm

Omosa: 80bg

Moto-haba: 318cm

Mekugi-ana: 2




Ryésanshi Masamine (also read Seihé) was
born Sumitani Yoichiré on January 24th 1921,

In 1941 he began an apprenticeship under
Sakurai Masayuki and in 1956 established the
forge Sanryditei. He became mukansa in 1966
and received the status of important cultural
oroperty of Ishikawa prefecture.

Masamine was awarded Japan's highest
honour of ningen-kokuhé (Living National
Treasure) in 1981 and became one of the most
influential modern swordsmiths. His work was
greatly inspired by the Bizen masterpieces of
the Kamakura period.

Masamine died on December 12th 1998.




Nikké Sukezane utsushi - Ryézanshi Masamine
saku nari - Kinoe-tora doshi hachigatsu bi

A faithful replica of the Nikkd Sukezane tachi.

Crafted by Rydzanshi Masamine, dated on a
day in August in the Year of the Tiger (1974),
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In 1987/, a previous owner of this tachi dedicated
the sword to the lifeblood of the warrior spirit
and the enduring reign of the Imperial family.

Masurao no Tachi
Kéki 2647/-nen Hinoto-u ichigatsu jigo nichi

A Warrior's Tachi
January 15th in the 264/th Year of Imperial
reign, dated in the Year of the Hare (1987).

“This sword shall be left sheathed unless it is
for my Lord and master preserving the ever-
lasting benevolence of my country.”
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the Ist year of Reiwa (2019), December 2nd
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Nikké Sukezane utsushi, Rybzanshi Masamine saku nari
kinoe-tora doshi hachigatsu bi
Masurao no lachi

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 9-bu (72.6cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yushusaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Nikké Sukezane utsushi, Rybzanshi Masamine saku nari
kinoe-tora doshi hachigatsu bi
Masurao no Tachi

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 4-sun kore ari (/2.6cm)

Issued in 26th year of Heisei (2014), July 23rd

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPQO.



This is the very tachi by Sukezane
that Masamine emulated.

Length: /1.2cm

Curvature: 25cm

This sword once belonged to
daimyé Kato Kiyomasa and later
became the possession of shégun
lokugawa leyasu.

Following the shogun's death, it
was transferred to the famous
Nikké Téshégi shrine dedicated
to Tokugawa leyasu, the founder
of the Tokugawa shogunate.

This sword is thus referred to as
Nikkoé Sukezane. It is now kokuhd,
a Japanese national treasure.

Téshégi shrine, Nikkd

Note how both swords have a
long bo-hi (rounded groove), a
strong ikubi-kissaki and two holes
in the nakago.









This is called an ikubi-kissaki, a stout
tip that is translated literally as the
'neck of the wild boar .

This type of kissaki is found on swords
of the middle-Kamakura period.




A wavy midare-komi boshi (temper line in the tip area)
that is a flowing continuation of the hamon.

Note the healthy distance between the hamon and cutting
edge in the kissaki. This shows the sword is healthy.




An exquisite chéji midare hamon
forged in the Bizen tradition.

The blade shines of class.



Swords crafted by Sukezane featured a faint
midare-utsuri which Masamine carried out
perfectly along the back of the blade,

Sukezane of the Fukuoka-Ichimonji School flourished in

the Kenché era (1249-1256) of the Kamakura period,

He is ranked saijé-saku (a grandmaster swordsmith) and
is considered one of the ancestors of the Séshi tradition.



Kawazu-no-ko chéjiis translated literally as
"tadpole chéji” as it's elongated shape
resembles tadpoles.

This unique interpretation can be found in
blades by Osafune Mitsutada, the Hatakeda
school and Kamakura-Ichimonji Sukezane
which this sword drew its inspiration from.



A gorgeous cluster of kawazu-no-ko chéji



This tachi takes on a mystical presence.
Note the blue hue from the hamon under
the light, a sign of a quality sword.




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

gold wrapped habaki with
lokugawa aoi-mon
family crest




Gold-wrapped habaki with the Tokugawa kamon (family crest)

lokugawa leyasu

(January 31,1543 - June 1,1616)

Founder and first shégun of the Tokugawa
shogunate of Japan, which ruled from the

Battle of Sekigahara in 1600 until the Meij;
Restoration in 1868.

Tokugawa famously referred to the Japanese
sword as carrying 'the soul of the samurai.”




The Masamine tachi is featured on pages 244-245 in the inaugural
NTHK-NPO Book of Y@shasaku (Masterwork) Swords

(this book will be included for the new caretaker)






