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item# ujka347         
 

A KANESHIGE ‘3-BODY CUTTING TEST’ KATANA 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (kanbun era, 1661~1664) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kazusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (second generation)  
Gold inlay (test):  Mitsu-dō kirite Okada Jurōbei + kaō – Ni-san harai dotan iri 
Measurements:  Length: 69.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.0cm       Moto-haba: 3.01cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame with ji-nie, chikei 
Hamon:  Thick suguha mixed with gunome-midare with ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)  
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, soroi kanagu and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting Ability:  Ryo-Wazamono (maker of highly sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Sword tester Okada Jurôbei documented in gold inlay that with this brilliantly sharp katana, in 
one stroke, he severed through three stacked human bodies and into the earthen mound.  The test 
took place on the August 14, 1664 in the early Kanbun era.  The tameshigiri cut was made in the 
mid-belly area of the bodies – a demanding area to cut through.  
 
A thick suguha nioguchi reminiscent of the works of Kotetsu penetrates the blade with tons of 
hataraki to enjoy. A matching set of fittings (soroi kanagu) that features an iron tsuba by Tanaka 
Toryusai compliments this mighty heirloom of Kobayashi samurai family.   






































