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item# ujka345         
 

A RAI KINMICHI KATANA 
signed & dated, late edo period (1st year of keiô era: june 1865) 
 
Swordsmith:  Iga no Kami Rai Kinmichi – Nihon Kaji So ̂sho ̂ (11th generation) 
Location:  Yamashiro province (Kyoto prefecture) 
Measurements: Length: 70.8cm (ubu)  Curvature: 0.7cm     Moto-haba: 2.96cm 
Jihada:  Koitame and mokume-hada  
Hamon:  Gunome Midare with long ashi and some choji (clove blossoms) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (Authentic sword, tsuba, soroi kanagu and koshirae)  
Authentication:  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei in 2019 
 
This is an important katana from the Mishina School - a prized and powerful family with eleven 
generations of swordsmiths that worked in the Edo Shinto Period.  This rare katana is work is by 
11th and final generation Iga no Kami Rai Kinmichi, crafted just before the Edo period ended.    
 

Before the war of Seki Ga Hara, Shodai Kinmichi made arrangements to have one thousand tachi 
made for Tokugawa Ieyasu's war preparation.  After Ieyasu won the war, Ieyasu rewarded 
Kinmichi with the title of Nihon Kaji Sosho “Master of Japanese Swordsmiths” which this sword 
has recorded on the nakago and with his six-character signature and date of June 1865. 
 

This katana is a master class in workmanship from this prestigious school.  The blade carries a 
jihada with a mix of mokume and itame-hada and a bright gunome-midare hamon with long ashi 
(legs). The koshirae is original to the sword, crafted in the Edo period with gorgeous soroi kanagu 
(matching fittings) in a snowflake motif.  Look for the protective shisa lions on the menuki.  A 
charming sword, filled with last samurai character.  Sword has been authenticated with sayagaki 
by Tanobe sensei written in 2019. 
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