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item# ujka334      

    

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA  
unsigned, late kamakura period (shôwa era: 1312~1317) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 68.5cm  Curvature: 1.9cm    Moto-haba: 3.24cm      
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with mokume, nagare and some jifu, plenty of ji-nie, and chikei  
Hamon: Suguha-chō in ko-nie-deki with tight nioiguchi, ko-chōji, ko-gunome, many ashi  
Horimono: On both sides a bôhi (groove) that ends in kaku-dome (square-ended) in the nakago 
Certificate: 44th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro: Jo-saku (ranked as superior smith) 
Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Rai Kunizane of the esteemed Rai school was the son of national treasure swordsmith Rai Kunitoshi 
with national treasured swordsmith Rai Kunimitsu being his older brother and Rai Tomokuni his 
younger brother.  Kunizane flourished in Yamashiro (Kyoto) during the late Kamakura period 
and likely worked into the warring Nambokucho period that started in circa 1333. 
 
This wide and powerful katana projects a stately confidence.   This is a sword that has been well-
cared for.  The densely forged ko-itame-hada has plenty of ji-nie and dark swirls of chikei to enjoy.   
The hamon is a bright suguha-chô with many ashi in typical Rai style.  The vermilion saya and 
Hosokawa kuyo-mon (9 planets) menuki under the lacquered, leather wrapped hilt with a pure gold 
kiri habaki and a signed Tadatoki Akasaka tsuba respectfully preserve this splendid samurai sword.  


















































