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item# ujka333           
 

A MOTOSHIGE KATANA 
unsigned, nambokucho period (circa kenmu~joji era: 1334~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Motoshige (attribution, ô-suriage nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 67.8cm  Curvature: 1.0cm     Motohaba: 2.9cm 
Jihada:  Finely forged standing-out itame with a faint utsuri  
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden suguha-chō mixed with ko-gunome, ashi, nie-deki and kinsuji  
Certificate:  30th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba & fuchi-kashira designated as authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Saijo-ô-wazamono (rated as a maker of supremely sharp swords) 
Authentication: Origami by Hon’ami Kôchû from 1709 and Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshu 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, sword bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 
Swordsmith Motoshige is the founder of the Motoshige school in Bizen province.  He is said to 
be the son of Morizane of the Hatakeda school. Motoshige was a prolific swordsmith with a talent 
for crafting extremely sharp swords over a long career that began at the end of the Kamakura 
period and stretched into the warring Nambokucho era, when this katana was produced. 
 
A substantial 10cm ô-kissaki gives this blade an aura of invincibility.  A well-forged itame hada 
mixed with mokume stands out to the eye with subtle utsuri in the background.  The bright 
suguha-cho hamon with ashi and long black streaks of kinsuji brings the katana to full life. This 
sword comes with rare origami from Hon’ami Kôchû from 1709 valuing the sword to 7 gold 
pieces.  Further origami dated to 1893 and sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshu add to its authenticity.  A 
well-crafted koshirae in a theme of sakura, crickets, chrysanthemums and butterflies 
complimented a jabara-maki tsuka (hilt) provides the sword with added class and prestige. 
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