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item# ujka328                

 

AN AOE YOSHITSUGU KATANA 
unsigned with gold inlay, kamakura period (circa 1326~1329) 
 
Swordsmith:  Aoe Yoshitsugu (o-suriage nakago, attribution by Hon’ami Tenrai) 
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm       Curvature: 1.6cm  Moto-haba: 2.8cm        
Jihada:  Ko-itame-hada with namazu-hada (catfish), chikei and dan-utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha-chô mixed with saka-chôji in ko-nie deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba & fuchi-kashira designated as authentic) 
Fujishiro:  Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior smith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanobe sensei  + Origami and hakogaki by Hon’ami Tenrai 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This beautiful katana from the late Kamakura period has been attributed to jojo-saku (highly 
superior) swordsmith Yoshitsugu from the prestigious Aoe school.  Works by Yoshitsugu are rare 
and highly celebrated with certain works having attained coveted Tokubetsu Juyo, Juyo Bijutsuhin, 
and Juyo Bunkazai.  This particular katana was first attributed to Yoshitsugu by Hon’ami Tenrai in 
1935.  He signed the nakago in gold inlay and included a lovely washi-paper origami inside a 
collectible hakogaki - signed wood box. This is a blade that carries many of the dignified hallmarks 
of the Aoe school such as the presence of namazu-hada (catfish skin), dark spots inside the body 
and light dan-utsuri (reflective linear shadow hamon). The bright suguha-hamon slants in parts 
forming saka-choji, which again, gives extra flair to study.  A handsome set of certified koshirae 
with Soten school fittings and a mother-of-pearl saya (scabbard) look superb on display.   






















































