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item# ujka325          
 

A YOSHIKANE KATANA 
signed, early edo period (enpo era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikushû jû Minamoto Nobukuni Yoshikane (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm  Curvature: 1.1cm     Motohaba: 3.23cm 
Jihada:  Splendid itame and o-hada with swirling chikei and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Bright chu-suguha with kinsuji, sunagashi, yo, and ko-ashi 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2:  NBTHK Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho (designated as Extraordinarily Precious) 
Certificate 3:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (koshirae designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate 4-6: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This is a remarkable katana crafted in the early Edo period by jo-saku Yoshikane of the Chikuzen 
Nobukuni school in Kyushu.   The densely forged itame-hada contains boundless amounts of 
swirling chikei that’s visible in the kissaki (tip).  A precise chu-suguha hamon beams brightly with 
speckles of yô (leaves) falling gracefully toward the cutting edge - an attribute synonymous in the 
works of Yoshikane.  A gorgeous set of Edo period koshirae is led by a slithering snake on the 
fuchi (collar) that is signed and dated to the summer of 1785 by master metalsmith Kikuoka 
Mitsuyuki.  A magnificent water dragon is depicted on the iron tsuba while long, snake menuki 
weave their magic under the braided silk. Six certificates of authenticity accompany this class act. 






















































