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item# ujka322            

   

A NIÔ KIYOTSUNA KATANA 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa gentoku era 1329~1331) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kiyotsuna of the Nio School (o-suriage, mumei nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm       Curvature: 1.2cm Moto-haba: 2.83cm      Weight: 740g 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, nagare and masame, fine ji-nie and shirake-utsuri  
Hamon: Suguha in ko-nie-deki, tight nioiguchi, ko-gunome, ko-ashi, yubashiri and tobiyaki  
Certificate #1: 52nd NBTHK Juyo Token (attributed to Niô School designated as Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a katana authenticated to Nio Kiyotsuna) 
Certificate #3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a set of Nio menuki authenticated to Yokoya school) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (third generation Nio Kiyotsuna is ranked as a superior smith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, set of menuki, bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Niô School was founded in Suo province (Yamaguchi prefecture) on the south-western tip of 
Japan’s Honshu island in the mid-1200s by swordsmith Kiyotsuna.  Swords of the Nio tradition 
have a convincing Yamato-den influence that radiate strength, wisdom and sophistication.   
 
This admirable katana was crafted 700 years ago at the end of the Kamakura period and has been 
awarded prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token. The jihada stands out beautifully - a delightful mixture 
of itame, mokume, flowing nagare and classic Yamato straight-grain masame.   A clean suguha hamon 
undulates to form a tight ko-gunome.  To admire this sword is to appreciate the strong, quiet 
character.  Residing deep within this sword is a self-assured power awaiting to be discovered.    














































