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item# ujka317          

    

A NAKAJIMA-RAI KATANA  
unsigned, early-mid nanbokucho period (circa 1330~1375) 
 
Swordsmith:  Nakajima-Rai (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 72.1cm  Curvature: 1.9cm  Moto-haba: 3.15cm     Weight: 720g 
Jihada:  Vivid itame mixed with nagare with ji-nie and abundant chikei 
Hamon: Suguha-chō in bright nioguchi, nie-deki mixed with ko-chōji, ko-gunome, ashi and 

yō, hotsure, kuichigai-ba, nijūba, uchinoke, kinsuji, and sunagashi 
Horimono:  Bōhi on both sides that runs through the nakago (kaki-tōshi)  
Certificate:  62nd NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (first generation Rai Kuninaga is ranked as superior smith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
The Nakajima-Rai branch of the esteemed Rai school was founded by Rai Kuninaga, a pupil of 
national treasure swordsmith Rai Kunitoshi. Kuninaga moved from Kyoto to the Nakajima district 
in Settsu province (Osaka) in the Gentoku era (1329-1331), earning him the nickname Nakajima-Rai.  
 
This powerful katana personifies the samurai and his character.  It is a sword with a composed 
presence and prepared spirit for the warring Nanbokucho period battlefields.  An abundance of 
hataraki (activity) embedded deep in the soul of the steel is awe-inspiring and hugely 
inspirational. The virtues of bravery, loyalty and the fragility of life beats within this sword.  Life 
is a challenge. Take responsibility and engage with utmost commitment and intent.   










































