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ITEM# UJKA317

A NAKAJIMA-RAI KATANA

UNSIGNED, EARLY-MID NANBOKUCHO PERIOD (CIRCA 1330~1375)

Swordsmith: Nakajima-Rai (attribution, o-suriage mumei)

Measurements: Length: 72.1cm Curvature: 1.9cm  Moto-haba: 3.15cm  Weight: 720g

Jihada: Vivid itame mixed with nagare with ji-nie and abundant chikei

Hamon: Suguha-cho in bright nioguchi, nie-deki mixed with ko-choji, ko-gunome, ashi and
Yo, hotsure, kuichigai-ba, nijuba, uchinoke, kinsuji, and sunagashi

Horimono: Bohi on both sides that runs through the nakago (kaki-toshi)

Certificate: 62nd NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important)

Fujishiro: Jo-saku (first generation Rai Kuninaga is ranked as superior smith)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description

SOLD

The Nakajima-Rai branch of the esteemed Rai school was founded by Rai Kuninaga, a pupil of
national treasure swordsmith Rai Kunitoshi. Kuninaga moved from Kyoto to the Nakajima district
in Settsu province (Osaka) in the Gentoku era (1329-1331), earning him the nickname Nakajima-Rai.

This powerful katana personifies the samurai and his character. It is a sword with a composed
presence and prepared spirit for the warring Nanbokucho period battlefields. An abundance of
hataraki (activity) embedded deep in the soul of the steel is awe-inspiring and hugely
inspirational. The virtues of bravery, loyalty and the fragility of life beats within this sword. Life
is a challenge. Take responsibility and engage with utmost commitment and intent.
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original
signature o-suriage nakago Nakajima-Rai

(greatly shortened) Juyo katana

Nambokucho Period
(Koto times) : 1330 - 1389

This katana was crafted during the warring Nambokucho period,
circa 1330-13/5. The original cutting edge would have been over
80cm and called a nodachi. These swords were extremely
effective when fighting on foot against cavalry.

Very few of these long and imposing blades have survived in their
original length. Later generations of samurai had them shortened
; (o-suriage nakago) to a convenient size for everyday wear thus

B losing any signature in the process.

Above is an example of a sword from the Nambokucho period.
Note how through the shortening process the Nakajima-Rai blade
attained its current powerful shape.
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NBTHK Juyo Token
Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Profound and Important
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

ssued in the 62nd year of Heisei (2016), October 18th
Katana, mumei

(' &52k)

Nakajima-Rai

Length: /21cm
Curvature: 19cm

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai

(NBTHK)
[President] Sakai Tadahisa (J#4 5 E/A)



NBTHK Juyo Token White Paper

This oshigata, tracing of the hamon pattern, illustrates the
wonderful amount of hataraki (activity) in the hamon.
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to Buzen Mir‘lamoto Shikibu no Jo (JR=HH7K)
Nobukuni ({5[E)

a Nobukuni moved later to

Buzen and founded the

Chikushi-Nobukuni lineage
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Rai Kunihide 3 [EF5
Jowa (FFH, 1345-50)

Rai Hidetsugu (k75 1K)
Kenmu (23, 1334-38)

Nakajima—Rai Branch

Kuniyasu ([E%)

Gentoku (JG1#, 1329-31)

Tomouji (& X)

Oei (Jti7k, 1394-1428)

Yoshifusa (% 57)
Oan (J%2, 1368-75)

Munenaga ;R %)
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grandson of Kunisue,

other records list him

as son of Rai Kunitoshi

Genealogies and Schools of Japanese Swordsmiths

by Markus Sesko

Rai Kuninaga 2. (_fXEE)
Jowa (171, 1345-50)

Rai Kuninaga 3. (=X EE)
Qei (J7K, 1394-1428)




The NBTHK Juyo Token certificate
describes the ji (body) and ha
(hardened edge) of the blade as being
in outstanding condition (kenzen).




ura (back)

sparkling nie

nagare-hada




The boshi displays beautiful hakikake - a

gentle sweeping pattern along the hamon.,

The large tip (kissaki) of this katana is
referred to as o-kissaki It is a hallmark of
swords from the Nambokucho period.




An important point to pay attention to when
assessing the health of a Japanese sword is to
see how much distance there is from the hamon
to the cutting edge.

Very often on swords older than 600 years,
from the Kamakura and Nambokucho periods,
a blade is narrowed significantly due to its
numerous polishes. More polishes means the
blade narrows and the hamon begins to "hug"
the cutting edge. This narrowing is especially
noticeable in the kissaki (tip) area that is often
reshaped after battle altercations.

lt's a beautiful thing when we see ample distance
such as on this Nakajima-Rai katana. A wide
sword is a healthy sword. It suggests that it's in
similar condition from when it was first made.

This is a primary reason why this katana was
awarded prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token.




Looking closely on the hi (groove) tiny spots of
red vermilion lacquer can be seen. This suggests
that for a significant period of time, both grooves
were once lacquered in this colour.

This would have been for two reasons. First, in
Shintoism, Japan's ethnic religion, vermilion is the
colour that expels evil and disease. This is why
the Shinto torii (gates) are painted in this shade.

The second, for practical purposes, lacquering

the groove would protect the sword from rusting.

Vermilion lacquer is rarely seen on swords. From
time to time one can see it on yari (spears).
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Nezu shrine in Tokyo



yo means |eaf.

Yo are tiny ashi (legs) that are
scattered inside the hamon.



Parallel lines of kinsuji wrap around a large
grain pattern of itame-hada inside the hamon.

Pure nihonto.



kinsuji - dark lines of nie
inside the hamon

Flowing nagare-hada gently influences the ko-gunome hamon
(tightly waving temper line). This is a sword with sophistication.

nagare-hada



kuichigai-ba is the area of the
hamon where the nioguchi splits
over a noticeable distance.



nie-deki

(nie crystals in the hamon)

ji-nie (nie crystals appearing in the ji)

chikei (dark solid lines of nie in the i)



Rarely seen uchinoke in the shape of small crescent moons
appear above the hamon.

Uchinoke is an admirable quality on swords from the Rai
family, Yamashiro Sanjo and Yamato legai schools.



A new, top quality shirasaya will be
handcrafted for the katana to better
care and protect the blade.

a gold wrapped ni-ju habaki
from the Edo period.



62nd NBTHK Juyo Token Certificate

Traditionally rolled in protective tube.

Allinformation will be precisely
translated for the new caretaker. A
printed and bound description of the
sword from this catalogue will also be
included along with a sword stand and
a Unique Japan maintenance kit.



A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword oll
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade




Care and Protection

The maintenance kit also includes a large
cloth to comfortably and safely rest the
sword when viewing (for hours on end|).

And when the sword is not in hand, watch
the Art of the Japanese Sword DVD or
read the insightful sword picture book from
the All Japan Swordsmith Association
(also included free for clients).
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Introduction to Japanese Swords through Pictures
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All Japan Swordsmith Association

40cm x 40cm cloth
(in blue and white)



