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item# ujka313      
 

A HOJOJI MASAHIRO KATANA 
signed, early edo period (manji era: 1658~1661) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ômi no Kami Hôjôji Tachibana Masahiro (ubu nakago, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 63.3cm  Curvature: 1.3cm     Motohaba: 2.94cm 
Jihada:  Dense ko-itame with masame-hada in shinogi-ji, chikei, shirake-utsuri ji-nie 
Hamon:  Suguha mixed with wavy gunome-ashi with tobiyaki 
Certificate 1:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fk designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (rated as a maker of good sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshu 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Masahiro was the founder of the shintô era Edo Hôjôji school that Kunimitsu founded in the 
Hôjôji district of Tajima province circa 1362.  Masahiro moved from Tajima to Musashi (Tokyo) in 
the early 1650s and carefully developed the school to great respect and prosperity.  
 
There is an authenticity to this katana that echoes the majime (serious) character of samurai living 
in Edo at the time.  This would have been a custom-ordered katana given its shorter length, that 
fighting samurai generally preferred.   The sayagaki by late Living National Treasure Hon’ami 
Nisshû states that the yakiba is gorgeous.  Its handsome koshirae features a Mino-Gotô cloud 
dragon tsuba and a shiokumi farming scene on the fuchi-kashira signed by Mogarashi Nyûdo Sôten.  
 


















































