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item# ujka304         
 

A KUNITSUNA ‘LIVE CUTTING TEST’ KATANA 
signed with gold inlay, early edo period (keian era, 1648~1652) 
 
Swordsmith:  Echizen Ju Sagami no Kami Fujiwara Kunitsuna (1st gen., Fujishiro: chu-sakū)  
Type of Steel: Jigane oroshi kore o utsu   
Gold inlay (test):  Tameshiba fukui keijin-giri tachi-kesa oyobi waki(ge) fukan Sen’a 
Measurements:  Length: 76.2cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.97cm       Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Dark jigane with a mix of itame-hada with masame-hada and shirake utsuri 
Hamon:  Notare and ko-gunome based on suguha with teeth-like ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)  
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This is a long and most intense katana that was crafted by Kunitsuna in the burgeoning castle 
town of Echizen during the mid-1600s.  An extremely rare tameshigiri tachi-kesa cutting test was 
performed with this sword slicing diagonally through the standing body of a live convicted 
criminal.  It later severed the same body across the chest in one stroke by way of the wakige cut.  
 
The raw steel of this sword was harvested by Kunitsuna himself, a process called oroshigane. 
The saya is lacquered in a beautiful tsugaru technique with a powerful tiger and dragon tsuba that 
echoes the intensity of this piece.   This is one seriously rare and collectible samurai sword. 














































