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item# ujka293         
 

A SA YUKIHIDE KATANA  
signed with orikaeshi-mei, late edo period (kaei era: 1848-1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikushu Ju Sa Yukihide (orikaeshi-mei, folded-over signature by T. Hidetsugu)  
Measurements: Length: 71.8cm (orikaeshimei)         Curvature: 1.4cm     Moto-haba: 3.2cm 
Jihada:  Masame-hada with nagare-hada and chikei and bright ji-nie 
Hamon:  Thick nie and nioi with wide notare -kinsuji, sunagashi and gunome-ashi appear 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Born in 1813, native of Chikuzen province in Kyushu and one of the most celebrated swordsmiths 
during the shinshinto period, Sa Yukihide (pronounced Sah Yoo-key-hee-day) regarded himself as 
the thirty-ninth generation of the great Sa (Samonji), who worked in Chikuzen in the early 1300s. 
 
Yukihide travelled up to Edo (Tokyo) in about 1830 and became a pupil of Shimizu Hisayoshi, 
himself a disciple of Hosokawa Masayoshi. In 1846, he moved to the island of Shikoku and became a 
retained swordsmith of the Yamanouchi family of Tosa province.  There he worked with smith 
Sekita Katsuhiro. In 1862 he returned to Edo, taking up residence at the Yamanouchi yashiki (urban 
mansion) however when the Edo period came to an end with the Meiji Restoration in 1868 he 
went back to Tosa, where he died in 1885 at the age of seventy-four.  
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In his early years, Sa Yukihide (pictured left) worked in a style 
similar to his master Hisayoshi tempering a slanting chōji-midare 
(clove blossom) with a tight nioiguchi. After his move to Tosa, and 
having worked under Katsuhiro, he changed his style entirely.  
From that time, he tempered a notare with gunome-ashi in very 
bright and thick nie emulating the master works of Gō Yoshihiro, 
Inoue Shinkai and Kotetsu.  And it was in this spirit that this 
magnificent katana by maestro Sa Yukihide was produced.   
 

Plenty of conversation points surrounding this remarkable piece. 
It was first crafted as a kinno to or “royalist sword” that had an 
extremely long cutting edge of 88.2cm.  We know this because in 
the mid-1900s, WWII swordsmith Takahashi Hidetsugu, student of 
Gassan Sadatsugu, chiseled the original nagasa on the newly 
formed nakago after he carefully reduced it to 71.8cm by way of 
orikaeshi-mei or folded over signature (see images below).   
 

This is one solidly made sword, weighing nearly 1kg, or 2.2 pounds.  Almost certainly, this was a 
cherished family sword that was carried in WWII by a high-ranking officer that needed it to be 
modified for military service.  Any samurai that was fortunate enough to own a Yukihide sword 
knew his life could depend on it.  A sense of invincibility embodies the steel.  It’s deep, rich 
hamon further heightens the senses.   
 
Until today, an impressive 58 swords by Sa Yukihide have attained prestigious NBTHK Juyo 
Token.  It is a remarkable achievement by a genuine artist of the 19th century.  An exquisite 
koshirae with a powerful dragon theme was built for the katana as the following pages describe.   
 
This is a samurai sword for the ages. 
 

 

orikaeshi-mei (folded over signature) 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

A Sengo Muramasa Tanto in aikuchi koshirae with the Makino family crest. 
Polished by Sasaki-sensei and sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei. 

 
Big congratulations Kim! 
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