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item# ujka282      
 

A KANESHIGE KATANA  
signed with location, early edo period (kanbun era: 1661-1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bushu Ju Kasusa no Suke Fujiwara Kaneshige (2nd generation) 
Measurements: Length: 68.9cm Curvature: 1.2cm         Moto-haba: 2.84cm 
Jihada:  Tight ko-itame with ji-nie 
Hamon:  Thick suguha mixed with gunome-midare with ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba, kozuka and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jo-saku (a superior smith) 
Cutting ability:  Ryô-Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, sword fabric bags, sword stand, kit, etc. 
 
This very sharp katana was crafted by Kasusa no Suke Kaneshige who studied under his 
father/sensei first generation Izumi no Kami Kaneshige that began his career an arrow smith in 
Echizen province before being hired by the Tôdô daimyô family as a swordsmith.    
 
Kasusa Kaneshige’s workmanship has Soshû-den qualities; a thick suguha base mixed with wavy 
gunome in the style of master Kotetsu.  The hamon shines impressively in the light.  Full-length bo-
hi (grooves) gives the blade fine balance and quickness.  It feels like a swordsman’s sword. 
 
A splendid set of decorative koshirae with an all-matching Tokugawa family crest aoi-mon 
(hollyhock) theme accompanies the katana.  The saya (scabbard) features a brilliant gold nashi-ji 
texture. The tsuba and kozuka are particularly impressive, with both being attributed to the famed 
Yoshioka school that were responsible for the fittings of the majority of high-ranking samurai. 
 










































