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item# ujka280         
 

A SUKEMITSU KATANA  
signed, early muromachi period (oei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sukemitsu (two-character signature)  
Location:   Bizen province 
Measurements: Length: 73.3cm (machi-okuri)       Curvature: 2.7cm   Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume with chikei, ashi and light midare utsuri 
Hamon:  Bright gunome choji-midare  
Boshi:   Hakikake and midare-komi 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword designated as Worthy of Preservation by the Society for 
the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The magnificent shape of this koshi-zori (curvature at the waist) katana by swordsmith Bizen 
Sukemitsu speaks to the horseback-ridden tachi of the Kamakura period.  There is a Sukemitsu 
from the famed Yoshioka Ichimonji School that worked from 1295-1326 who signed katana-mei with 
deep koshi-zori who may very well have been the craftsman. 
 
The NBTHK, however, has dated the sword to the Muromachi period (1392~1573). In W.M. 
Hawley’s book of Japanese swordsmiths, there is a Sukemitsu listing who worked at about 1394, 
which we conservatively attribute this blade to.  
 
This is a katana with bundles of character.  It has clearly been involved in countless battles and 
numerous polishes over the centuries.  As such the steel has some hada-ware (openings in the 
body).  These scars of time are easily forgivable given it's a signed piece with a graceful shape 
and a lively gunome choji-midare hamon with light utsuri.  It’s now looking for a caring home to lay 
it’s beautiful boshi (hat).  
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.  Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 

A recently completed Kanewaka katana custom koshirae project from father to son. 
Congratulations John. 
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