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item# ujka278         
 

A SHODAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624-1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijo Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 76.0cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.5cm     Moto-haba: 3.3cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate:  Guaranteed NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially 
Worthy of Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae designated as 
Authentic by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Cutting ability: Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 1665.  He is the son of 
Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation Shodai Tadayoshi.  He began 
signing as Masanaga and even signed for Shodai Tadayoshi when he became ill (dai-mei).  
Recognizing his clear talent, his employer Lord Nabeshima Katsushige suggested he change his 
name to Masahiro, thus becoming Shodai Masahiro.  This long and splendid katana housed within 
a striking Edo period koshirae is a tour de force by this powerhouse of a swordsmith.  A 
magnificent gunome-choji-midare hamon over a tightly forged konuka-hada captures the heart and 
imagination.  This is a top-class samurai sword in every sense of the word.    












































