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item# ujka273                  [sold] 
     

A SHODAI YOSHIMICHI KATANA 
signed, early edo period (circa keicho era: 1596~1615) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tanba no Kami Yoshimichi (ubu-nakago, shodai – first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 77.5cm       Curvature: 1.9cm  Moto-haba: 3.2cm      Weight: 910g 
Jihada:  Itame with masame, ji-nie and chikei 
Hamon: Chû-suguha in ko-nie-deki with a wide nioiguchi mixed with gunome and ashi  
Boshi: Midare-komi with a ko-maru-kaeri, hakikake, and tobiyaki on the omote side  
Certificate:  7th NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Honma Junji (Kunzan)  
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)   
 
Shodai Yoshimichi is the third son of Seki Kanemichi who originally travelled from Noshu 
Seki.  He moved to Seidonin in Kyoto with his father and brothers in February of 1593.  Yoshimichi 
received the Tanba (no) Kami title on December 7th, 1595 and was still active in 1637.  The family 
stayed in Kyoto for eleven generations and are collectively known as Kyo-Tanba 京丹波. 
 
This katana is a valuable reference piece for two significant reasons.  The first is that Yoshimichi 
rarely forged long swords - he predominately crafted wakizashi and tanto.   To handle a katana of 
his measuring 77.5cm is a treasure in its own right.   The other, and more importantly, is that this 
sword is forged in a suguha hamon.  The Kyo-Tanba name is synonymous with the sudare-ba hamon, 
a temper line that resembles a bamboo curtain that shodai pioneered.  No nihonto enthusiast 
would imagine that this magnificent blade was forged by him.  It is a a museum-grade sword 
that pays tribute the Yamato roots of his ancestry - and one of the first swords to attain NBTHK 
Juyo token.  A beautiful custom handachi koshirae with a brilliant set of matching Higo fittings was 
built for the client in Japan over several months.  It now remains in good, caring hands.  












































