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item# ujka272         
 

A RAI KUNIZANE KATANA  
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1280~1318) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunizane (attribution)  
Measurements: Length: 67.3cm (o-suriage)      Curvature: 2.6cm     Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume with ji-nie, chikei and yubashiri, classic Rai-hada 
Hamon:  Ko-gunome with kinsuji, ko-ashi, and yo  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authenticity:  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (former director of the NBTHK) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This gem of a katana has been attributed to Rai Kunizane, a Juyo-level smith from the respected 
Rai School.  The Rai School was established in Yamashiro province, modern day Kyoto.   The 
character Rai 来 means "to come", as the founder is said to have travelled to Japan from overseas. 
 
There are almost certainly two generations of Rai Kunizane (sometimes written Kunisane).  The 
first generation born 1268 worked until early 1300s' late Kamakura period (died in 1318) was the 
son (and apprentice) of master Rai Kunitoshi.  A second-generation Rai Kunizane lived from 
about 1350.  Given the grandiose torii-zori curvature of the sword, its shape speaks of the 
Kamakura period, thus the first generation’s work.   
 

This healthy katana carries all the hallmarks of the Rai School. Swirling chikei within a ko-mokume 
hada and a touch of utsuri.   A bright ko-gunome hamon with kinsuji, ko-ashi and spots of yo (leaves) 
offers plenty of eye candy to nibble on.  The shirasaya exhibits sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei who has 
written fine praise for the sword.  A custom koshirae project would be an adventure to consider. 
 


























