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item# ujka259         
 

A KO-GASSAN KATANA  
unsigned, early muromachi period (oei era: 1394-1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ko-Gassan School (attribution, mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 74.8cm (ubu)         Curvature: 2.1cm     Moto-haba: 2.7cm 
Jihada:  Classic Gassan ayasugi-hada with utsuri 
Hamon:  Chu-suguha (straight) with slight undulations following the ayasugi wave  
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Chujo-saku (ranked as above average) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Gassan school is one of the most prestigious and successful lines of sword-forging in Japan 
and enjoys a close relationship with the imperial family.  Their iconic ayasugi-hada continues to 
this very day by current Gassan head and Living National Treasure, Gassan Sadatoshi.  
 
This katana has been dated to the first era of the Muromachi period, circa 1400.  As it was made 
before the Edo period, it is referred to as Ko (ancient) Gassan.  It is a long and graceful sword with 
classic ayasugi-hada, that resembles a pulsing soundwave.  A straight suguha hamon knits its way 
neatly through the ayasugi forming a gentle wavy braid.  It’s a pleasure to handle and admire. 
 
A very handsome 250-year-old handachi-koshirae with a mother-of-pearl flute pattern on the saya 
(scabbard) crowns this jewel admirably.  There is history entrenched within this piece, its 
palatable.  An influential family surely held this katana in their private collection for generations. 
 






































