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item# ujka233         
 

A YAMATO SHIZU KATANA [kaneuji] 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa 1319) 
 
Swordsmith: Yamato Shizu (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 69.1cm  Curvature: 1.3cm      
Jihada:  Mokume and nagare hada (waviness) with chikei 
Hamon:  Ko-gunome with nijuba, sunagashi, kinsen 
Certificate #1: 49th NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: 67th NBTHK Polishing Award (a sword designated given an effort award 
for polishing work performed by Hirai Takamori) 
Sayagaki:  Tanobe sensei, former director of the NBTHK 
 
Kaneuji is considered to be one of the ten disciples of the great swordsmith Masamune, known 
collectively as Masamune no Juttetsu.  He is thought to have migrated from Yamato province 
(Nara).  Kaneuji’s first sensei was Kanenaga of the Tegai school and inherited the kanji character 
for ‘Kane’ from him.  After studying with Masamune, his work took on a mixture Soshu and 
Yamato traditions.  Of all the students, he is considered to have most closely replicated the style 
of Masamune. Impressively, some of his swords have carried attributions to the late Masamune. 
 
When Kaneuji left Masamune in Kamakura, he settled in the town of Shizu in Mino province. His 
blend of Soshu and Yamato traditions was so unique that he is became known as the founder of 
the Mino tradition, the fifth koto tradition.  He later became known by the nickname "Shizu".  
 
After Kaneuji died, his students moved the forge to the village of Naoe in Mino.  Their school 
became known as Naoe Shizu. Swords made when Kaneuji was in Yamato are given the name 
Yamato Shizu, though it precedes his time in Shizu. Yamato Shizu is also used for the school he 
left behind in Yamato that faithfully carried on into the late Nambokucho period (late 1300s). 
 
This wonderful katana exemplifies the work of Kaneuji when he was in Yamato province.  The 
beautiful wavy burl grain mokume hada covered with nie crystals speaks to the Tegai school of the 
Yamato tradition.  There is also nijuba (a double or splitting hamon) with kinsen and brushed 
sunagashi. Polished to an award-winning condition, this is a sword highly merited of its Juyo 
token status.  It’s sayagaki by Tanobe sensei confirms its attribution to Kaneuji, Yamato Shizu. 
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The 49th Juyo Token (a profound and important sword – white paper) 
 
Mei (signature):  
Mumei (Den Yamato Shizu) 
 
Quantity 1 
 
Issued on 2003 October 9th 
Naoe Iehisa, Nigata Prefecture 
 
Horyo (Size)  
Nagasa (length)   69.1cm  
Sori (curvature)   1.3cm 
Motohaba    2.9cm                                            
Sakihaba    2.0cm                                          
Kissaki nagasa (tip length)  3.8cm 
Nakago nagasa (length of tang) 18.9cm                        
Nakago sori (tang curvature)  Almost none 
 
Keijo (shape): Shinogi Zukuri Iorimune Mihaba Yaya Hiroku Shinogi Haba Hirome Shinogi Ikubun Takaku 
Kasane Usume Sori Asaku Tsuki Chukissaki Nobi Kokoro 
Shinogi-Zukuri, iorimune, wide blade, wide shinogi, high shinogi, thin kasane, shallow curvature, and 
extending chu-kissaki 
 
Kitae (style of forging): Itame ni Moku Tokoro Dokoro Nagare Hada Majiri Hadatachi Gokoro to Nari Jinie Tsuki 
Chikei Hairu 
Wood grain pattern, mokume, partly wavy, wavy hada, hadatachi, jinie, and chikei 
 
Hamon (temper Line): Asai Notare wo Kicho ni Gunome Majiri Koashi Sakan ni Hairi Konie Yoku Tsuki Bubun 
Teki ni Arame no Nie wo Majie Kui Chigaiba Nijuba Uchinoke Yubashiri Majiri Kinsen Sunagashi Kakari 
Nioiguchi Akarui 
Mostly shallow wavy temper line, irregularly undulating temper line, lots of small ashi, lots of small nie, 
partly coarse nie, kuichigai-ba, niju-ba, uchinoke, yubashiri, kinsen, sunagashi, bright nioi-guchi 
 
Boshi (temper line at tip of the blade): Omote Sugu ni Maruku Kaeri Saki Hakikake Ura Sugu ni Dai Maru 
Gokoro Saki Tsuyoku Hakikake Kaen Fu to naru  
(Front) Straight, round shape, curled back, and brushed tip. (Back) Straight, big round shape, strongly 
brushed at tip, and similar to fire flame shape 
 
Nakago (tang): Osuriage Sakikiri Yasurime Osujikai Mekugi-ana 3 Mumei 
Osuriage, ridged style, file marks angled to tang, 3 holes, and unsigned  
 
 
Description:  
Yamato Shizu is the name given for the time before Kaneuji moved to Noshu Tagi Gun Shizu.  Swords then 
were signed Kaneuji when they lived in Yamato. There were some people who signed Kaneuji in Yamato 
after moving to Mino. In a broad perspective, these swords are referred to as Yamato Shizu.  
 
This sword has a mokume (burl grain pattern), wavy, hadatachi for jitetsu. Kitae has jinie and chikei. Hamon 
(temper line is mostly ko-gunome (shallow waves), midare (irregularly undulating), ko-ashi, ko-nie, kuichigai-
ba, niju-ba, uchi-noke, yubashiri, kinsen, sunagashi, and bright nioiguchi.  Boshi has a brushed pattern in the tip. 
It shows a mixture of Yamato and Soshu styles. It is easy to say that this sword was crafted by Yamato Shizu.  
It is a well-made Yamato Shizu sword with lots of hataraki (activity) and a calm hamon. 
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