
	

 
 

item# ujka223         

 

A SAKAI IKKANSAI SHIGEMASA KATANA 
signed, 47th year of showa era (february 1972) 

 
Swordsmith: Sakai Ikkansai Shigemasa Motte Myogi Jinja Furutetsu Saku Kore 
Measurements: Length: 72.5cm   Curvature: 1.7cm         Moto-Haba:  3.2cm  
Jihada:   Itame hada   
Hamon:   Gunome Midare (wavy temper line) with nijuba, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate:  NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword designated as Authentic by the Society 
for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Included:   Shirasaya, sword bag, stand, kit, DVD, printed care guide, exportation 
 

SOLD 
 
Celebrated swordsmith Sakai Ikkansai Shigemasa was born in 37th year of Meiji (1904) and 
became a student of the great Shigetsugu Kasama in the 15th of Taisho (1926) and the heir to the 
Kasama Shigetsugu no Mon school. The Kasama Shigetsugu School was active in pre-war and 
wartime Japan, and considered by contemporaries to exhibit the highest level of craftsmanship.  
 

This beautiful katana holds an interesting story.  It was crafted from 
centuries-old iron from Myogi Shrine in 1972.  This information is 
chiseled on the sword’s nakago (tang).  Shigemasa was an expert 
engraver and this sword has the characters Amaterasu Omikami (a 
Shinto deity) with groove and a ken (a double-edged sword).  
 
According to legend, Myogi Shrine was established in 537 A.D., the 
second year of the reign of Emperor Senka.  It took until the Edo 

Period (1603-1868) for the shrine to gain national significance and wide-reaching power.    
 
As the sword is in shirasaya, the opportunity to build an inspiring custom koshirae exists with 
this sword.  The new caretaker of the sword should consider visiting Myogi shrine one day to 
pay tribute to its remarkable history.   


































