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item# ujka206         
 

A CHIKUZEN MORITSUGU KATANA 
signed, early edo period (kanbun era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith: Chikuzen no Kuni Fukuoka Ju Moritsugu saku (ubu nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 71.0cm  Curvature: 2.0cm      
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada with beautiful utsuri 
Hamon:  Gunome choji midare with sunagashi, kinsuji in nioi-deki  
Certificate:  22nd NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a fuchi-kashira designated as Especially 
Worthy of Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #3-4: NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba and menuki designated as Worthy of Preservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Ranking:  Jo-saku (a superior swordsmith)   
Sayagaki:  Tanobe sensei, former director of the NBTHK 
 
This brilliant katana is the work of one of the finest smiths working in the Bizen tradition during 
the early Edo period, Chikuzen Moritsugu.  Moritsugu is the younger cousin of founder of the 
Fukuoka Ishido school, Koretsugu, who studied under Ishido Korekazu.   
 
The sword has rightfully achieved prestigious NBTHK Juyo Token status for this katana is a 
masterclass. The blade’s hamon gives it the appearance that it is on fire.  Moritsugu died in 1701 
at the age of 89.  A recently completed koshirae pays tribute to birds of prey – with NBTHK 
certifications for the fuchi-kashira and menuki (Nomura school) and the tsuba (Ishiguro school).  





































– 381 – 

 

21.2 The Fukuoka Ishidō school (福岡石堂) 
 
 
 
The founder of the Fukuoka-Ishidō school was Koretsugu (是次), the son of the Kan´ei-

era (寛永, 1624-1644) Toshihide (利英) who in turn had moved from Chikugo to Chikuzen. 
Koretsugu signed with „Kazuhide“ (一英) and „Tomokuni“ (友国) at the beginning of his 
career and went to Edo in the first year of Meireki (明暦, 1655-1658) to study under Ishidō 
Korekazu (是一). Back in his home province he was hired by the Kuroda family (黒田) which 
meant the start for his own branch of the Ishidō school. Koretsugu counted himself as the 15th 
generation Bizen Norimune (備前則宗) and he was one of the best shintō smiths working in 
the Bizen tradition. Many of his blades show a clear utsuri. He forged a dense itame with ji-nie 
whereas some blades also show masame. His hamon is a chōji which tends to slant and is 
therefore a trademark of the Fukuoka-Ishidō school. The bōshi is a somewhat pointed midare-
komi but appears also as sugu combined with a ko-maru-kaeri. His tangs have a ha-agari-
kurijiri and sujikai-yasurime. Koretsugu died on the third day of the third month of Tenna one 
(天和, 1681) at the age of 53 without any heir and so his cousin Moritsugu (守次) succeeded 
as the 2nd generation Fukuoka Ishidō. Moritsugu was the son of the Kan´ei-era Chikuzen-smith 
Toshihira (利平) of whom hardly any details are known. Moritsugu in turn counted himself as 
the 17th generation which let us assume that Korekazu might have had a son after all. Some 
speculate that this son, who was counted as the 16th generation Norimune, died before his 
father. However, Moritsugu died on the sixth day of the fifth month of Genroku 14 (元禄, 
1701) at the age of 69. He forged a dense itame with some masame and also applied an utsuri 
from time to time. His hamon is a gunome-chōji or chōji in nioi-deki whereas the individual 
elements are mostly slanting, But he also tempered a nie-laden jūka-chōji, saka-chōji or 
suguha and he made a name for himself as an excellent horimono carver. 

Moritsugu´s son forged for the Fukuoka fief under the name „Morimasa“ (守昌) and 
Morimasa´s son Moritsugu (守次) was active around Meiwa (明和, 1764-1772). Morimasa´s 
younger brother signed with „Morikatsu“ (守勝) and worked around Genbun (元文, 1736-
1741). It is also said that the Kanbun-era (元文, 1736-1741) Toshitsugu (利次) belonged to 
the lineage of the 1st generation Moritsugu but only very few works are known from him. It is 
assumed that Toshitsugu was maybe the son of Koretsugu who died young. 
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Picture 295: katana, mei: „Chikuzen no Kuni Fukuoka-jū Koretsugu“ (筑前国福岡住是次), nagasa 70,3 cm, sori 1,5 cm, 

shinogi-zukuri, mitsu-mune 

 

 

 

 
Picture 296: wakizashi, mei: „Chikuzen no Kuni Gonzōbei no Jō Moritsugu“ (筑前国権三兵衛尉守次) – „Enpō yonnen ni-gatsu-

kichijitsu (延宝四年二月吉日, „on a lucky day of the second month of Enpō four [1676]“), nagasa 54,1 cm, sori 1,25 cm, 

shinogi-zukuri, mitsu-mune 

 




