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item# ujka200         
  

A NIO SCHOOL KATANA 

unsigned, late kamakura period (gentoku era: 1329-1331) 
 
Swordsmith: The Nio School (attribution) 
Location:  Suo province 
Length:  74.35cm (o-suriage)  
Curvature:   2.2cm         
Moto-haba:   2.9cm 
Saki-haba:   1.7cm 
Ko-Kissaki:  2.3cm 
Hamon:  Hoso suguha ko-gunome ko-ashi ko-nie tsuki nioi-guchi urumi gokoro 
Jihada:  Beautiful itame, with jinie and shirake utsuri 
Certificate #1: NBTHK 60th Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound by the Society 
for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword.  Achieved in October 2014.) 
Certificate x 3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae, tsuba and fuchi-kashira all designated 
as Authentic by the Non-Profit Japanese Sword Appraisal Association)  
Fujishiro:  Jo-saku (3rd gen. Kiyotsuna & Kiyohisa ranked as superior swordsmiths) 
Included:   Edo-period koshirae, shirasaya, carry bags, sword stand, maintenance 
kit, DVD, booklet, NBTHK magazine, printed description, export permit from Japan 
 

SOLD  
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It gives us great pleasure to introduce a very special katana from the Nio School.  The sword 
was crafted during the Late Kamakura Period, circa 1329.  It attained prestigious NBTHK 
Juyo Token Certification in October 2014. 
 
Words are hard to describe the aura this blade exudes.  There is a serenity and elegance to 
her shape and steel.  The sword is also fitted with a lovely set of Edo-period period koshirae. 
 
The Nio school (二王) of Suo province (modern-day Yamaguchi prefecture) were active 
between the Kamakura period through to the late Edo Period.  The founder of the school is 
said to be Kiyozane circa 1249, having travelled from Yamato or Chikuzen province.  His 
grandson, Kiyotsuna I is generally regarded as the founder of the school with a sword from 
circa 1265 that is registered as Juyo Bunkasai (Important Cultural Object), see image below. 
 

 

The origin of the school name has very 
interesting background stories.  It is said that a 
tachi by first generation Kiyotsuna cut a 
chain that locked the door of the Nio-do temple 
and helped to rescue Nio-son (a statue of Deva) 
from a raging fire. 
 
The NBTHK states on the Juyo white paper that 
the Nio name comes from the location in which 
they settled to called Niho.  Many spiritual 
temples are located in the area. 
 
Nio, meaning “Benevolvent Guardian Kings 
of Buddhism” was inscribed on the nakago of 
latter generation smiths of the school.  
 

A Nio statue, Todaiji Temple in Nara 
 
 

A Nio Tachi by 1st gen. Kiyotsuna, Juyo Bunkasai (~1265, Kamakura period).  Length: 80.8cm 
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“This katana holds all the fine qualities of the Nio School.   
It is an admirable sword with healthy jiba [steel].”  

 
 A Nio School Katana  

60th NBTHK Juyo Token Certificate 
 
 
The NBTHK highlighted this very sword in the December 2014 edition of their official 
monthly Token Bijitsu magazine.   Below is a translation of the article that provides a fine 
overview for this remarkable piece of Japanese history. 
 

This is a sword from the Nio school. There are a small number of 
Nio school swords crafted by Kiyotsuna and Kiyohisa from late 
Kamakura period. This sword carries a suguha hamon.   
 
It is hard to determine whether this sword was created by 
Kiyotsuna [3rd generation] or Kiyohisa. What is easy to saymis 
that this is Nio school sword. 
 
The sword’s features include; o-suriage, deep curvature, funbari, 
ko-kissaki, curvature at tip, indicating the sword is from the late 
Kamakura period.  
 
Nio school is similar to the Yamato tradition. There are swords 
from this time period with thick Kasane and high shinogi. This 
sword shows many Yamato tradition features that are standard 
width or narrower than standard width. The kitae (forging 
structure) is wavy. Hamon is suguha. Boshi is yakizume.  
 
Jiba also shows Yamato tradition qualities with shirake utsuri, 

changes in habuchi, and calm nie. Most importantly, nioiguchi is watery (urumu) so this easily leads 
to a conclusion that this is Nio.  
 
There were those who said this could be from the Rai school or Enju school. Ryokai especially, as he has 
a very similar style to Nio school.  However, this sword doesn’t have Rai hada nor does the boshi have 
a small round shape and curled back. If Enju, there would be niju-ba, shizumi gokoro nioiguchi, more 
round boshi and curled back. The nioi-guchi would have a less remarkable watery pattern.  
 
Parting notes  
This former Samurai tachi is a rare and valuable sword with a strong spiritual energy.  The 
next owner must ensure that is continues its inspiring journey in a faithful manner.  
 
The following pages provide a glimpse into the beauty of this masterpiece along with 
information on the fine koshirae.  Please contact me, Pablo, at service@uniquejapan.com for 
further information, photos and interest in ownership. Thank you. 
 
Please watch introduction video here: http://tinyurl.com/ujka200-nio-juyo 
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   
 
Please join our VIP mailing list to be informed of recently 
acquired swords.    
 
Email us at service@uniquejapan.com 
 

 
 
 

Never give up. 
Never, ever give up. 
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