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item# ujka197         
 

A HIROSHIGE KATANA 
signed, early edo period (circa kan’ei to kanbun 1624~1673) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bushu Shitahara Ju Hiroshige (attribution)  
Construction: Unokubi-zukuri (shape of a cormorant’s neck) 
Measurements:  Length: 65.1cm (ubu-nakago)        Curvature: 1.5cm  Moto-haba: 3.15cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume with masame, tobiyaki   
Hamon:  Notare with ko-gunome, clear nioguchi with kanitsume, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a Sword Especially Worthy of Conservation)  
Fujishiro:  Chu-Josaku (collectively ranked as above average swordsmiths) 
Included:  Shirasaya, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Some swords simply feel invincible.  Constructed in a rare unokubi-zukuri shape based on the 
great naginata pole arms of the warrior monks, this muscular katana by Hiroshige glides 
effortlessly in hands. This is due to the skillfully beveled spine that removes any excess weight.   
The Shitahara school has a reputation for producing powerful swords that samurai warrior class 
could trust with their lives.  They are the only school that worked in Tokyo prior to the 1600s. 
 
A clear notare hamon with bright spots of tobiyaki and kanitsume – areas that resemble the claws of 
a crab – offer an abundance of steely detail to admire.  Look for the long stretch of muneyaki 
(tempering) along the spine by way of the Soshu tradition.  A stunning custom koshirae was built 
for this charismatic katana in the 2019 Year of the Wild Boar theme of inoshishi (wild boar). 


































